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3 across says The Cord
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The fitness
of gyms
What sort of
tactics are area
gyms using?
APRIL CUNNINGHAM
Cord Opinion
"Go to the gym at least three
times a week."
With the arrival of the
new year, I typed out this
resolution for 2004 and
stuck it on the fridge.
To lose weight and get fit
is one of the most common
New Year's resolutions. The
next logical step for many
people is to purchase a mem-
bership at their local gym.
For students at Laurier,
there are several options to
choose from. Facilities in the
Athletic Complex are includ-
ed in compulsary fees for
WLU students. But there is
also a YMCA, a GoodLife
Fitness Club, Curves and
The Exclusively Women's
Fitness Centre, all within
close reach of the university.
Although surrounding
fitness facilities may seem
attractive with all they have
to offer, students should be
cautious before signing the
dotted line.
"I strongly urge every-
one, especially women, to
thoroughly research any
program or gym before they
sign a contract," says
Shelagli Koberinski, a for-
mer employee of the
Exclusively Women's Fitness
Centre who is certified
under the Canadian
Association of Fitness
Professionals.
She quit after eight
months of employment
because she felt there was
too much emphasis on sell-
ing memberships and fur-
ther services to existing
members and not enough
energy spent caring about
clients' fitness.
"I'm concerned that vul-
nerable young- women may
be locked into an expensive
agreement," she says. "If
[sales people] make any
promises to you, make sure
you get it in writing'."
When The Cord
Weekly investigated two
local gyms, it was apparent
that selling- memberships
was important to business.
Koberinski
says
Exclusively Women's has a
quota of selling- 300 new
memberships a month. But
"they have no cap rate on
Are women especially
targeted? page 6
how many memberships
they sell."
After inquiring- for mem-
bership information at both
GoodLif'e and Exclusively
Women's, Jennifer Asselin,
News Editorof The Cord, and
myself found the processes
to be quite similar.
An employee sits down
with the individual to go
over current lifestyle and
personal goals and guides a
brief tour of the facility. The
answer to my primary ques-
tion, cost, was saved until
the end.
At GoodLif'e, Jim
Kennedy, a laid-back sales-
man, seemed sympathetic
when I said I could not com-
mit to a decision that day. If
I had decided to join the club
oil that first visit I would
have saved about half the
cost of a personal trainer;
however, there was no pres-
sure to buy general member-
ship packages, which
included use of all equip-
ment and fitness classes, on
the day of the tour. I was
surprised to receive a free
book just for visiting the
gym.
When I asked why there
were no pamphlets or flyers
with price information he
explained that they would
rather have potential clients
check out the gym for them-
"I found the GoodLife to
have a more laid back atmos-
phere than at Exclusively
Women's," said Asseiin. "I
also felt as though the peo-
ple at Exclusively Women's
were putting' words in my
mouth when they asked cer-
tain questions like why I
was interested in joining
and if it had anything 1 to do
with a low self-esteem."
Exclusively Women's
brand new facility and
plethora of machines and
classes was quite appealing.
But their sales tactics made
me feel a little uncomfort-
able. Marcia Grove, Club
Manager, escorted me into
her office and took over 30
minutes examining my
lifestyle and goals.
She was friendly but pry-
ing. After explaining how
my diet was making my
body produce too much
blood sugar, she explained
how the Zone meal plan
would benefit my health. It
costs over $300.
At one point she asked
me, "How confident would
you feel if you wore a tank
top and shorts to the beach
today."
I shrugged. "I'd feel con-
fident," I said honestly.
She narrowed her eyes
and looked at my body.
"Would you really feel confi-
dent?"
It was a stab at my self-
esteem. I couldn't help but
think how those with lower
self confidence would have
felt.
The two membership
packages she was offering
me were only available if I
signed a contract on the
same day. She would not
take no for an answer.
She kept saying, "I don't
think it's the money. I just
don't understand why you
don't want to start reaching
your goals today."
Caitlin Howlett
Cord editors who visited the Exclusively Women's Fitness Centre
felt the
gym used some aggressive sales tactics that included
reducing their self-images in an attempt to sell a membership.
Wilbur McLean
These avid athletes take advantage of the recent heavy snowfall and participate in a rousing
game of slush hockey outside of the Bricker Academic Building on Monday evening.
Miss Canada
goes to Laurier?
WLU student
qualifies to
compete for crown
DAN POLISCHUK
Cord Intern
Whoeverbelieves that model-
ing is unimportant and
degrading to women, think
again. For Angela Derry, it's
turned her whole life
around.
Angela, a third year stu-
dent at WLU from Oshawa
studying
Psychology,
Religion and
Sociology, is
looking for-
ward to partic-
ipating in the
upcoming Miss
Universe
Canada 2004
competition at
Casino Rama
in Orillia on
Sunday
January 25.
The winner
will earn the
right to repre-
sent Canada at
the Miss
Universe con-
test later this
year.
The 20-
year-old Derry will experi-
ence more pressure than she
has ever had to deal with in
her seven
years
in the mod-
eling' industry.
"For me, it's just a new
experience but I'll be happy
with whatever I get," she
said.
Prior to the national com-
petition Derry had to win as
the regional representative,
having' to fill out applica-
tions and have a sit-down
interview; she had to wait a
heart wrenching- two days to
hear that she had made it.
Hosted by Alan Tliicke,
star of 80s sitcom "Growing'
Pains", the pageant is organ-
ized by the Beauties of
Canada production group. It
gathers all regional repre-
sentatives to be judged in
three areas: interviews,
swimsuit and evening gown
competitions. The amount of
delegates are narrowed by
entering and tallying all
scores by compiler.
The process
is performed
in choosing
the semi-final-
ists, finalists
and the win-
ner.
The winner
will receive the
chance to be a
representative
of Canada,
meeting- with
charitable
organizations
and appearing
at events held
by official
sponsors.
Derry. who
started model-
ing- when 13
years of age,
cites the inter-
view as being* the toughest
session for her in the compe-
tition.
But if it weren't for the
years of modeling;, Derry
says that she wouldn't be
able to compete at all. Her
parents got her into it as a
self-confidence booster.
Derry will be competing on the
weekend of January 23-25.
Continued on page 3
Continued on page 2
I finally had to walk out of
her office.
"Well, have fun at your
Laurier gym with your two
treadmills," she called after
me.
While several WLU stu-
dents are happy with their
Exclusively Women's mem-
berships, many agree that
pressures to buy are high.
"They're really in your
face," says Alicia Ryan, a sec-
ond year Music student,
who
won a free month trial along'
with roommate Emily Harry,
a student from the University
of Waterloo.
Gym employees attempted
to get the girls to trade in
their free month for a year's
membership at a reduced
price. She asked the girls if
they ever went out to bars or
restaurants and insisted that
if they could afford that, they
could afford bettering their
lifestyle and joining the gym.
"She didn't seem to under-
stand that as students, we
could not afford it,"says
Ryan. "She made us feel
small."
Managers of Exclusively
Women's were unavailable for
comment.
Customers and gym mem-
bers aren't the only ones
pressured either.
"Employees of the gym,
who are mostly young uni-
versity students, must make
a quota of five referrals a
day,"says Koberinski. She
says that if this goal is not
met, a warning letter is
issued, and after three warn-
ing letters, the employee is
fired. A referral is a name
and number of a friend which
is obtained from people using
the gym.
The parent company of
the gym, The Alliance Fitness
Corporation, offers an expen-
sive training program for
employees. It is not recog-
nized by the Canadian
Association of Fitness
Professionals.
BEFORE YOU SIGN...
1. Ask for a month membership
to see if you'll like and use the
facilities.
2. Talk to other members to
find out their experiences.
3. Go with a friend for the
ini-
tial sales pitch.
4. Make sure any promises are
in the contract, ie: holds on
membership.
5. Check methods of payment.
Automatic withdrawals may be
difficult to stop.
6. Before hiring a personal
trainer ask for certifications
and ask previous clients ol their
competency.
7. Koberinski says
"Avoid diet
programs. You have to eat
like
how you want
to for the rest of
your life or they just won't
work. Buy the book first."
8. Know how to cancel your
membership (give two months
notice before the year contract
is up).
9. Ask how many members
use
the club and what are the
busiest times.
News
More refugees
WLUSU approves WUSC referendum
question to increase fee by $1.50
DILLON MOORE
Staff Writer
When elections are held on
February 5, Laurier students
will again have the chance to
decide whether or not they
support an initiative to spon-
sor an additional refugee stu-
dent.
The Wilfrid Laurier
University Students' Union
Board of Directors approved
the inclusion of the referen-
dum question: "Do you sup-
port the sponsorship of a sec-
ond refugee student by rais-
ing- the student refugee spon-
sorship fee from fifty cents to
two dollars per
Laurier stu-
dent?" which was brought
forward by the World
University Services of
Canada group at Laurier.
The additional $1.50
would allow a third refugee
student to be sponsored dur-
ing' each three-year period of
the program, and would
make up for the inadequacy
of the current fee, which has
remained the same despite
many years of increasing*
costs.
WUSC has co-ordinated a
refugee sponsorship pro-
gram at Laurier for years.
According' to a release from
the group, participants in the
program are chosen
from
amongst candidates whose
education is being- interrupt-
ed by war, persecution, or
both.
Ambitious and capable
students are brought to
Laurier as new Canadian
immigrants and as first year
students.
Laurier chaplain
Jonathan Schmidt, who has
worked closely with WUSC
and the refugee students,
feels that there is benefit in
the program for both the par-
ticipants and the Laurier
community.
"The program increases
diversity in the school: the
kind of experiences brought
by the participants increase
awareness of the World for
the community here at
Laurier," said Schmidt.
Schmidt feels Laurier stu-
dents may benefit from see-
ing the refugee students'
commitment to educational
goals. "The refugee students
see a university education as
an opportunity, a responsibil-
ity and a privilege."
Schmidt also noted that
many of the participants are
grateful for the opportunity
because despite their abilities
and determination, their situ-
ation would not have been
such to allow them a univer-
sity education without the
assistance of the program.
The wording- of the refer-
endum question was of great
importance for those sup-
porting its inclusion this
year.
A question which ran in
the 3002 spring elections,
which was identical in intent,
but was stated, "Do you sup-
port the increase of the World
University Services Canada
fee from 500 to $2" was voted
down, 1202 to 711. Many felt
that the wording of the origi-
nal question was too vague,
highlighting only the
increase in fees, rather than
the possible benefit.
Chuck Wright of WUSC
said that, this time around
"WUSC pretty much deter-
mined what the question
would be," albeit with the
assistance of the BOD, who
made suggestions and
requested it to be in the form
of a question, rather than a
statement as originally pre-
sented. BOD
"
member
Anthony Piscitelli when
asked to evaluate the new
wording, responded, "I like it
a lot."
There is no guarantee that
the resolution will be accept-
ed by voters at Laurier. "The
success of this will depend on
students' willingness to go
out and vote yes for it on the
fifth of February," said
Wright. He urged those with
further questions to contact
WUSC at wuscwlu@yahoQ.ca.
More refugees like Hser Ta Kay
will come here if vote passes.
Popular prof retires
Dr. Barry Gough hangs 'em up after a
long and distinguished career
JEFF HAWKINS
Staff Writer
Since founding one of the
first Canadian Studies pro-
grams in Canada, introduc-
ing the first naval history
courses, as well as the first
native history courses in
Canadian universities, Dr.
Barry Gough has continued
to delight his readers with
new insight and passion for
North American history, par-
ticularly in the area of naval
and exploration history.
He will be forever remem-
bered as an important mem-
ber of Laurier's history
department.
Gough, aged 65, has been
professing at Laurier since
1972; however, due to the
current mandatory retire-
ment age policy, which is
quickly becoming a topic of
national debate. Gough must-
retire.
"Challenge your
professors;
challenge each
other, this is how
we learn."
-Dr. Barry Gough, History
Professor
(rough has indicated that
he will remain in close con-
tact with the university
through guest lectures and
other forms of participation
but will mainly devote his
time to finishing* several
works-in-progress.
Looking- back at his 32
years at Laurier, Gough com-
ments that the school could
not have become what it is
today without the hard work
of its managers.
"Laurier has had great
managers. We have had
to be
very frugal with finances and
fight for every ounce of land
we've acquired, and that
would not have come without
the hard work of our admin-
istrators."
However, he warns future
administrators that they
should be wary of Laurier's
success,
"Will success spoil
Laurier?" asks Gough. "The
growth of our school might
actually be out-pacing good
planning. We may be out-dis-
tancing ourselves."
As most students and fac-
ulty will agree, he believes
university life should be
about serious inquiry, higher
learning and a sanctuary for
reflection.
"These are the things
Laurier has held dear for a
very long time, and still con-
tinues to be a great center of
learning, but things seem to
be too rushed these days."
As for comments regard-
ing the students, Gough
states that Laurier permits a
"spoon-feeding culture,"
where students simply do the
required readings for profes-
sors and nothing more.
"Laurier students lack ini-
tiative to explore learning on
their own."
To that criticism. Gough
encourages prospective stu-
dents to come to Laurier with
more of an independent
mindset, ready to pursue
independent learning.
"Challenge your profes-
sors; challenge each other,
this is how we learn."
Along with these words of
wisdom, Gough stated that
one of the things he will miss
most is the passionate and
intense relationships he has
developed with students over
the years.
"The chance to teach stu-
dents how to think about
what they learn is what I will
miss the most.'"
When asked about future
prospects he proudly
responded that his interests
will be, first and foremost, on
finishing his work on the
explorations of Louis and
Clark, entitled Continental
Prize, as well as continuing to
perform with his Jazz band,
Barry Gough Quartet.
www.wlu.ca
Wheelchair woes
Police searching
for driver respon-
sible for hit-and-run
incident
MICHELLE PINCHEV
Staff Writer
Waterloo Police are looking
for anyone who may have
witnessed a hit-and-run acci-
dent where a young- woman
confined to a wheelchair was
struck by a vehicle early last
week.
Pam Harris was crossing-
Columbia St. on January 3 at
two o'clock in
the afternoon
when a light
blue, four-door,
early 90s com-
pact vehicle
struck her as it
turned right
onto Weber St.
Anyone with
information on
the accident
should call
Waterloo
Regional Policy
at 653-7700.
Although she sustained
no serious injuries, this
comes as a sad reminder that
hit-and-runs are an ever-
present danger, even as
pedestrians follow rules and
exercise their rights.
The victim was crossing
on the walk sign when the
car took a careless right,
striking and spinning her
electric wheelchair in the
process. The car then slowed
down, sped up and slowed
down once more before head-
ing down Weber towards
University Ave. The car left
paint on the wheelchair and
should therefore have sub-
stantial damage; perhaps
denting and metallic purple
paint from the wheelchair on
the front passenger side,
just above the bumper.
Although the accident
occurred in broad daylight
at a busy intersection, only
"Only one couple
came forward from
across the street
and saw the whole
incident, but
nobody caught the
license plate."
-Pam Harris, accident victim
two people came forward
and offered to help or make a
statement with the police.
"No other witnesses
stopped or came forward,"
says Harris. "Only one cou-
ple came forward from
across the street and saw the
whole incident, but nobody
caught the license plate."
According to Harris, the
collision caused nearly a
thousand dollars in damage
to her wheelchair and left
her with minor bruising and
soreness. Harris and her
husband are extremely upset
and disheartenedby this cal-
lous act.
Harris, who is currently
in the process of applying to
medical school, has spent at
least five years
in a wheel-
chair due to
serious ill-
ness. Her hus-
band, a WLU
graduate, was
walking
behind her at
the time of the
incident.
Harris says
that the wheel-
chair "took the
force of the hit
extremely well.'" Luckily, she
wore a seatbelt too.
Motion Specialties in
Mississauga, where Harris
brought her wheelchair for
repair, informed her that
this incident was the third
hit-and-run involving a
wheelchair that they had
encountered in a short peri-
od of time. She expressed
that she and her husband
have before feared when
crossing the street that
right-turning vehicles seem
far too reckless in Waterloo.
"The drivers just don't
seem to be paying attention,"
Harris says.
If the driver of the vehicle
who struck Harris is read-
ing this article, she asks that
the person
"
please come for-
ward and be responsible. I'd
like an apology; think about
what you've done, morally. It
could have been a lot worse."
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She describes herself as being
a very shy person in the past
but believes by doing some
local events through the
yeai's, such as hair shows,
her personality has really
changed.
While at Laurier, she has
gotten involved with some-
thing that she loves: volun-
teering. She has worked as a
Locus Don and has been a
Peer Helpline Booster.
"I love learning about peo-
ple and the way people inter-
act with others," said Derry,
who also enjoys reading and
dancing.
And this is why she is
working- towards her goal of
opening' a shelter for abused
women and children, offer-
ing- confidence-boosting'
workshops. "I'm not your
stereotypical pageant girl,"
said Derry, adding, "I just
want to be able to get out
there and make a small dif-
ference."
With the Miss Universe
Canada pageant, she hopes
the recognition that goes
along with it will help her in
the long run to achieve her
goals. "I'm just working' on
getting a voice out there for
me."
To vote for Derry on the
web, visit
www.beautiesofcanada.com.
Slush Puppy Forecast: There's a new marshland at the entrance of the BA
Ten questions with Borrelli & Kumar
JENNIFER ASSELIN
APRIL CUNNINGHAM
News Editors
1. What were your expecta-
tions of the BOD when you
ran?
Rishi: Open ended expecta-
tions.
Mike: I was pretty optimistic.
I felt that there were a lot of
good people, people that
would challenge the way that
things have always been
done.
R: I thought that people
would be more open to
change.
b) What happened to those
expectations?
R: During the summer the
board kind of changed face.
It became more and more
apparent that it wasn't going
to be as co-operative as we
thought it was going to be.
2. Do you think WLUSU has
made any poor decisions this
year? If so, what are they?
R: I think the first poor deci-
sion was in the summer
when they decided to pass the
interim budget which said
that they would charge their
volunteersa minimumof $45
to participate in O-Week.
M: But the BOD was never
charged.
R: Yeah, I didn't pay a penny
and none of them paid any-
thing.
M: So selected volunteers
were charged to participate
in O-Week,
R: That was their first mis-
take.
M: I think that the decisions
to not allow the discussion of
the Iraq motion was poor, not
so much in the actual content
of the motion but the fact
that they began to break
their by-laws at that point.
3. As a member of the BOD,
did you not think it was your
responsibility to stick it out in
order to represent the needs
of students especially if you
don't think things are being
run properly?
R: I have a certain responsi-
bility to my constituents in
that I need to represent them
and take action on things
where there are issues of mis-
representation but it became
obvious that concerns that
were brought up, we would
always see resistance on.
M: I thought about that a lot
when I was making- my deci-
sion and in the end. what I
had to weigh was what effec-
tiveness I could actually
carry out being
1
a minority
member on the board because
my vote wasn't actually
counting for anything - . If I
have a critique or if I have
any problems. I can continue
to bring those forward to stu-
dents or bring* them forward
to other representatives on
the board.
4.What is your opinion of Dan
Herman as President of
WLUSU?
M: I think Dan's a really good
administrator. He's really
charismatic and as far as I
know he's very well liked by
the student body and I think
that's the type of person that
is good to have as President.
He seems to have a very good
relationship with the admin-
istration, which is helpful.
R: I have nothing personal
against him. 1 think the
Union, this year especially is
incredibly efficient at run-
ning their business opera-
tions and I think that a lot of
that goes towards Dan and
Steve.
"We also have to
stop treating
Brantford like our
colony. Brantford
needs to be able to
make choices for
themselves."
-Mike Borrelli, ex-member
of WLUSU BOD
5. What are your thoughts on
Colin Shonk as Chair of the
WLUSU Board of Directors?
M: He's always been really
accommodating whenever
there's been complaints or
problems that we've had with
the board and I think he's
dealt with them fairly. I think
he did a great job in dealing
with the differences we had
on the board especially when
you have the volatile mix of
personalities on the board.
R: I think he's been incredibly
receptive to constructive crit-
icism. I think that one thing
he's lacking is a kind of pas-
sion to be the Chair. I mean if
the Chair is supposed to be
the embodiment, the repre-
sentative or the figurehead of
the Board of Directors then I
would say that you should be
far more passionate about
certain issues.
6. What are your thoughts on
WLUSU's accessibility?
M: I think the Waterloo cam-
pus has it a lot better than
the Brantford campus. Here,
I think our accessibility is
limitedby how much individ-
ual directors want to get out
and do things. 1 think there
are some directors like
Piscitelli or Lyndsey Jones
who go out of their way to go
to various events and make
themselves visible. Then
there are directors who you
would barely know were
directors so I think that a lot
of the accessibility has to do
with how much energy indi-
vidual directors want to put
into the job.
R: In contrast to last year, I
would say that this is a far
more visible and accessible
board than in the past but
there's always room for
improvement.
7. What kind of affect do you
feel you had on WLUSU and
the school during your term?
M: I think I had a positive
affect. I think that some of
the things I was involved in,
the re-writing of policy 1-101
where we had the democratic
forums written into it and I
think that that was a positive
move. I think changing the
proxy policy is going to
make the election more dem-
ocratic. I think we madeall of
WLUSU realize there are
opposing opinions within
Laurier.
R: The one thing we did was
kind of pointed out that
WLUSU is not perfect. If
nothing else, it demonstrates
the need for the BOD to split
into a bicameral system
where you have the council
who looks after representa-
tion and then the Board of
Directors who would look
after the financials and the
business operations.
8. What is the one thing that
WLUSU needs to change to
improve its representation of
students?
M: There has to be an over-
haul of how representation
occurs within the board. I
don't think a board of direc-
tors is a sufficient represen-
tative body.
R: There's just too much. The
scope of it is just toe wide.
M: I think we also have to rec-
ognize that there isn't just
one Joe Laurier" student. As
Laurier's growing you're
going to have different sub-
cultures with people striving
to make themselves heard as
is.
We also have to stop treat-
ing Brantford like our
colony. Brantford needs to be
able to make choices for
themselves. We need some
sort of representative council
that represents students not
only by where they're from
but even maybe by faculty.
Something that is really rep-
resentative as opposed to just
a popularity contest.
9. What would you like to see
happen with next year's
board?
R: I would like to see a major-
ity of people who want pro-
gressive change, who always
want to act in the best inter-
ests of students instead of
just doing what has been
done in the past, I would like
to see people who are incredi-
bly dedicated to the issues as
opposed to how to balance the
books and how to keep just
one group of individuals
happy.
M: We need students that rec-
ognize the necessity to have a
WLUSU culture of having
fun but also realize that it's
just as important to stand up
and fight against deregula-
tion as it is to have a seven
day long Orientation Week.
Advocates are what we need
for next year - people that
aren't afraid to put their
name 011 the line to stand up
for what they believe in.
10. If you were stuck on a
deserted island (not togeth-
er), what three things would
you bring with you?
M: A flare gun. cold and flu
medication and a cyanide
pill.
R: A fully comprehensive
geology textbook, like a
thousand pages minimum,
the biggest bottle of alcohol
I'd be allowed to take and the
purest but not 100% and a
barbecue lighter.
Jennifer Asselin
Ex-Directors of the WLUSU board answer questions surrounding
their expectations for the Union's future among other things.
Derry competes
for Miss Universe
Continued from Cover
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News Bites
McDonald's robbery
APRIL CUNNINGHAM
News Editor
In the McDonald's on King
St. North, three males, two of
whom are aged 21 and one
who is 22 were confronted by
two other males, aged 28 and
16. shortly after 11:00 pm
Monday night . At least one of
the victims is a Laurier stu-
dent.
One of the suspects, who
had a knife, asked a victim
for his wallet and a struggle
ensued. The victim grabbed
the knife from the suspect
and a fight took place where
punches were thrown. Cut by
his own knife, the suspect
suffered only superficial
wounds.
One suspect and a witness
to the scene of the crime were
located at a home on Austin
Drive. The other suspect was
found at another home on
Austin Dr., where the victim's
wallet was recovered.
The one suspect who was
at a residence on Austin Dr.
left before police arrived and
the police are currently
attempting: to locate him.
The other suspect is now
in custody.
No names have been
released because of the possi-
ble involvement of a minor.
Health Services
The 10,000th patient registers at Health services. This is due in large part to the student funding
increases. New computers were purchased two years ago when Health Services went paperless.
Mr. Sub making
unprecedented revenues
Laurier's 011 campus Mr. Sub,
run by WLUSU, is currently
making* the most sales out of
all Mr, Sub restaurants in
Southwestern Ontario,
Last year, gross revenue
amountedto $199,367.
The Student's Union project-
ed $108,000 in gross revenue
for the Fall Term of 2003. but
exceeded expectations mak-
ing $181,000 in the same
period.
A Mr. Sub sales represen-
tative commented that he had
never before seen this kind of
increase.
with files from Jennifer
Asselin
Bag O' Crime
THEFT UNDER $5000 JAN
03/04 - JAN 05/04
Person(s) unknown stole
some books from a display
case on the second floor of
the Peters Building.
MISCHIEF 0120 HRS TUE
JAN 06/04
Person(s) unknown threw
two bottles at Conrad Hall
breaking- two windows.
THEFT UNDER $5000 DEC
06/04 - JAN 06/04
Person(s) unknown stole a
VCR from a language lab in
the Bricker Academic
Building - .
FALSE FIRE ALARM 0150
HRS WED JAN 07/04
Person(s) unknown caused a
fire alarm in Bricker
Residence by activating a
pull station on the 3rd floor.
There was no sign of smoke
or fire.
FIRE DEPT RESPONSE
1505 HRS WED JAN 07/04
Waterloo Fire Dept respond-
ed to a fire alarm at
University Place. The cause
of the alarm was some cook-
ing being done in one of the
apartments.
THEFT UNDER $5000 WED
JAN 07/04
Person(s) unknown stole a
fire extinguisher from the
Arts E Wing.
CAUSE DISTURBANCE
2230 HRS THU JAN 08/04
A 11011 WLU male was evicted
from campus and issued
with a written trespass
notice when he became abu-
sive towards Turret staff
after being- denied entry due
to his intoxicated condition.
He was also issued with a
provincial offence notice for
a Liquor Act violation,
MISCHIEF 0210 HRS FRI
JAN 09/04
A UoW student was charged
with mischief when he
threw a garbage container
through a front window at
MacDonald House.
MISCHIEF 2340 HRS FRI
JAN 09/04
Person(s) unknown kicked
in the lower panel of a door
at University Place.
MISCHIEF 0015 HRS SUN
JAN 11/04
Person(s) unknown dis-
charged two fire extinguish-
ers on the second and third
floor of Waterloo College
Hall.
During this time period one
provincial offence notice was
issued for a liquor violation.
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Opinion
Shove pseudo-survival
International Editor Boyce examines how
the reality show Survivor exploits cultures
and ignores the plight of others
Bryn
Boyce
International
Editor
News was recently leaked that
the first immunity challenge in
the new Survivor All-Star series
will involve the mud-caked par-
ticipants being forced to fling-
javelins through hoops of fire
above a pit of pit-vipers and fero-
cious scorpions.
Unlike the less dramatic chal-
lenges featured in Survivor:
Africa—standing on a pole for as
long- as possible—this new breed
mixes danger and suspense
aimed at tweaking- the audience's
fear factor.
Perhaps they would be better
off challenging the show's writ-
ers to see who can hold his or her
breath under water the longest.
With a million dollars at stake,
I'm confident such a challenge
would both be better for the writ-
ers (whose souls must already be
charred by the shame of medioc-
rity to the point of professional
abandonment anyway) and the
audience which would no longer
be compelled to endure the tem-
ple-pounding drivel of another
Survivor series.
Television has long been the
garden variety "light-and-fun"
stream of entertainmentbut real-
ity television has managed to
plunge it to new lows. And that's
a feat given the immense failure
of the XFL.
There's definitely something'
extra-sketchy about watching- a
behemoth, super-culture (like that
which spawned 'reality' televi-
sion.) devour and poorly regurgi-
tate a smaller more 'exotic' one.
It's like watching- a puppeteer vio-
lently pluck and shake the
strings of a blank-faced mari-
onette (every Wednesday evening
at Bpm eastern, 7pm Central)
until the wires snap and the doll
collapses, Broken? Just move on
to Thailand.
Survivor has made a mockery
of the plight of millionsof people
by reducing their lives to little
more than exotic day-at-the zoo
spectacles. Entire cultures, like
those in Africa, are presented
based around tribal stereotypes
with little or 110 heed paid to the
issues that really influence an
African's survival.
Entire cultures, like
those in Africa, are
presented based
around tribal
stereotypes.
No African can afford "immu-
nity" let alone the opportunity to
stand on a pole the longest to get
it. Imagine if Beyer or even better,
a generic brand, were able to
offer cheap AIDS drugs for pole-
standers. It's a plague cured. But
no. We get a television show
instead.
Tina, who won Survivor
Outback, said that "strategy
played a big role in getting me
here today. The strategy of
Survivor is to Outwit, Outplay
and Outlast." Can't you just feel
the primordial weight behind her
words? Outwit, outplay and out-
last. I wonder if any Africans
would cry victorious to the same
tune as Tina if ever they success-
fully avoided AIDS or 'survived'
their pre-teens.
You don't see any reward chal-
lenges offering a 'get your kid
out of the army free': instead you
get a cheap spear and instruc-
tions to go start jabbing at lions
and crabs. The show's grand
prizes are Azteks with quaint
trunk-tents instead of affordable
housing and clean wells.
They've completely missed the
problems of the culture and
replaced them with Western trivi-
alities like
'
who told a lie to
whom" or "who forgot to get
water because they were out
schlocking in the bushes?"
Remember watching those
artisitie pans across beautiful
sunsets and exotic prariescapes?
There's no distant rat-tat-tat of
four dollar AK-47s, just the
serenity of napping lions and
playful gazelles. Despite the tar-
get audience the whole thing still
has a cheesy TVO Kids feel. All
you need is some stupid spider-
monkey puppet bouncing across
the screen to make it feel just
right.
By reducing the cultures and
problems of entire regions of the
world down to glitzy hour-long
spots full of contrived dramaand
intrigue the audience is blinded
to the problems that are words to
us and realities to them. I'd say
it's time to open our eyes but I
fear I know what we're going to
see flicker across our 'screens'.
Letters to The Cord
The trouble with Irshad
letters@wlusp.com
As a Muslim I was surprised to
see Katie West's review of Irshad
Manji's book ("Bypass the shelved
Shopaholic for Islam," The Cord
Weekly, January 8, 2004).
Shocked, I decided to write-back -
not because the book is threaten-
ing to my belief system, but
because it is annoying and in the
post 9-11 North America the mis-
information this book spreads is
dangerous for the society we live
in.
The trouble with Irshad
Manji's book is simple: she has
managed to write a book based on
second-rate references, freely
interpreting the verses of the
Qur'an out of context. In doing
so, she has conveniently ignored
centuries of exegeses done on the
Qur'an and the Hadeeth (sayings
of the Prophet). There are
deatiled rules of how Qur'an can
be interpreted and how it cannot
be; they are not always followed
by the extremists but Manji con-
veniently ignores them as well.
She has made the fundamental
mistake of equating a religion
with what some of its followers
do and then ; generalizing' it to
incriminate every person who fol-
lows that religion.
What is solid research for a
layperson without basic knowl-
edge on the topic is nothing* more
tlian the use of little known 'aca-
demic' works. We all know that
you cannot become an authority
on :a: subject by ; reading a few
essays and you cannot interpret
something* written 1400 years
ag'o without understanding- the
context it was written in (which
is well-documented).
I can tear apart every one of
the 237 pages, but it would be a
waste of my time. In a world
where media was not so keenly
looking- for anything- that bashes
Islam, the review of Irshad
Manji's book would never have
been written for The Cord Weekly
and the book would have never
found shelf space in the WLU
Bookstore.
My plea to Manji: you are free
to do whatever you want and
believe whatever you want. You
can create your own religion, and
I have no problem with that. But
please leave my Islam alone or
bring- forth something intelli-
gent.
My plea to West: you can do
better than this.
Junaid Mirza
4th Year Hons BBA
Punks and preps not meant
to be
Lindsay Blewett's article ("Funky
life." The Cord Weekly, January 8,
2004) is undoubtedly the best
article I have read in The Cord in
quite some time. The appalling
trend you mention of male
'•punks" dating* female "preps"
has been around for far too long,
and it is really sickening.
Mainstream punk is indeed bull-
shit and I cannot believe the pop-
ularity levels that bands like
Good Charlotte, New Found
Glory, Simple Plan and Avril
Lavigne have attained in North
America. Their songs are found-
ed on the same principles that
"boy bands" made their living
from (love, heartbreak, etc.) and
are frequently not even written
by these so-called musicians.
We live in an extremely super-
ficial culture and I guess even
these "punks" have given in. I
traveled back home to
Indianapolis, IN over the holi-
days and decided to stop by the
"punk" store in one of many
malls. The horror! I tried to ask
the cashier if they had a copy of
The Filth and the Fury (a good
movie about the Sex Pistols) and
he looked dumbfounded as if I
was speaking in a different lan-
guage! I understand exactly how
you feel, but believe me it is too
late to bring down the giant that
is corporate America. I have
many great band t-shirts, and
Johnny Rotten has been one of
my idols for a long time, along
with Shaun William Ryder, I
digress. If anyone has a copy of
The Filth and the Fury please let
me know.
Benjamin Puzanov
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Discuss lis article on
Should punks be allowed to date preps? Should segregation be
forced on the pop culture population? What message or question
do you have for all the clowns running* in the
WLUSU and WLUSP elections?
Keeping4 in mind that nobody is voting* for your friend anyway...
Write a letter... letters@wlusp.com
Run for the right reasons
Every year at about this
time, the school becomes
abuzz with another year of
Students' Union elections.
We all have a friend who's
running or know the room-
mate of the guy who's defi-
nitely going to be the next
WLUSU President.
Yet, for some reason, ever
year I remain unimpressed
with the performances of my
elected student officials.
Sure, they always say the
right things in The Cord and
they all seem extremely
friendly, open and honest in
the couple of weeks leading
up the election, but once the
votes come in, the whole
election process comes
across as a sham.
I've become jaded with the
entire election ballyhoo
because more and more, it
becomes abundantly clear
that the people who are sup-
posed to be representing us-
the students- are running-
only for themselves. Resume
padding" or "something to
do"aren't reasons to run in
the election.
For once, please, if you're
considering running in the
election, do it for the right
reasons.
Alt Zamani
Remembering
Derek Cox
A friend of the
late Laurier
student offers a
tribute
Melanie
Ditmars
Guest
Columnist
I was not surprised when I
read the January Bth head-
line "Former student takes
own life", it was something I
already knew. People who
know me,
and who know I'm
from Petrolia asked me if I
knew Derek Cox. Petrolia: a
town with a population of
4800 people, and one high
school; of course I knew him
and I want all of you to know
him a bit better too. It sad-
dened me when I learned that
not only our school newspa-
per, but also the newspaper
in
To me, Derek
always seemed to
be a laid-back guy
when it came to
life, and I thought
that nothing could
faze him.
my hometown, focused only
on Derek's talents as an ath-
lete as a memorial of who he
was. Though we had known
each other the entire span of
our 22 years we were not the
greatest friends, hut in a
small town it was difficult
not to grow up together. I
remember being 12 years old
and having my parents call
the cops to search for me
because I was out hours after
my curfew playing- basketball
with Derek in his driveway.
Derek was a strong- per-
sonality, he had a sarcastic
and sometimes biting sense
of humour that I could
always laugh at. I always
thought of him as a 'Will
Smith' type character, so ani-
mated and in your face.
When we both graduated
high school, he did not know
that he would be playing*
football at Wilfrid Laurier. I
unexpectedly found his
familiar face among a crowd
of" strangers at a frosh week
event at Revolution night
club and the ensuing- scene of
jumping, hugging and
screaming- was a reunion of
long-lost friends. He was a
reminder of the comfort of
home, and the familiarity of
high school.
It was odd the way he just
disappeared from, the univer-
sity, and we just lost touch
The last time I saw him was a
year ago this Christmas.
When my
closest friend
from Petrolia phoned me in
tears to tell me what hap-
pened, the only thing- I could
feel is disbelief and today, a
week later, not much has
changed. Seeing my own
thoughts and feelings here in
ink, however, is making this
situation a littlemore real. To
me, Derek always seemed to
be a laid-back guy when it
came to life, and I thought
that nothing could faze him.
As I have reflected over the
past week about the selfish
decision he made, something
that he said to me and others
many times comes to mind
over and over: "What doesn't
kill you only makes you
stronger." It breaks my heart
to know that he didn't think
he was strong enough.
The freedom trade
Alexander explores the relationship
between capitalism and democracy
David
Alexander
My version of
| subversion
There is an inherent right-
eousness associated with the
words democracy, freedom,
and for most of our parents,
capitalism. While these
words are common to every-
day political speech, these
concepts are often used by
powerful political representa-
tives to justify controversial
policies.
The first politician who
comes to my mind is. of
course. "President" Bush,
Bush talks about spreading
democracy to far off places,
never bothering- to define
what democracy is. Bush's
version of democracy seems
to be qualified by vague
notions of freedom and the
promise of "free and demo-
cratic" elections. Most jour-
nalists (who are apparently
immune to irony) seem, to
have forgotten the fact that
Bush technically lost his own
"free and democratic" election
to become the US President.
Fortunately, he managed to
overcome this obstacle with a
little bit of help from his
friends at Fox News and in
the Supreme Court.
This fits nicely with
Bush's support for freedom:
he supports business' free-
dom from taxes and environ-
mental regulation, business
freedom to consolidate media
ownership and poor chil-
dren's freedom from having
to g'o to school. And, natural-
ly, he exercises his own free-
dom to spend billions on
wars, his unique freedom
from the press and, of
course, his freedom to be
President no matter which
guy technically 'won' the
election.
Another important source
of freedom is that of the eco-
nomic sort. From time to
time, we hear about how free-
market capitalism is the
answer to all of our economic
and social problems. While
personally, I have never seen
evidence of the so-called
'invisible hand' which pushes
capitalists to work for our
The main problem I
see with free-
market capitalism
can be
summarized in one
word: marketing.
social benefit, we should not
be surprised since free-mar-
ket capitalism does not exist
in Canada or in the United
States. Both countries are
guilty of heavily subsidizing-
their businesses, while U.S.
military spending*, along
with Canadian and U.S.
social spending, also help to
stimulate our economies.
I don't see what's so great
about a growth-based econo-
my; we should instead be
investing in community eco-
nomic development. Small
businesses know their
employees, have an interest
in their community and can
be held directly accountable
for their actions.
The main problem I see
with free-market capitalism
can be summarized in one
familiar word: marketing. In
the present business environ-
ment, rather than simply
meeting the needs of con-
sumers (as traditional econo-
mists predicted), companies
work hard to create 'needs'
that are harmful to our col-
lective well being. Products
such as alcohol, cigarettes
and gasoline cause long-term
negative effects, but in the
interest of short-term profit
they are sold as necessities.
Marketers also request that
we spend all of the money
that we earn, regardless of
our real needs.
Capitalism is greed-ori-
ented. This induces unethical
and irresponsible business
pi'actices. Our economic sys-
tem is set up so that only the
most ruthless survive. If you
don't make your shirts in
sweatshops, your competi-
tors will, and they'll be able
to undercut your prices. If
you clean up your waste, and
your competitors don't, you
are incurring extra cost
which will make it possible
for them to sell for less. If
you don't think that $7/hour
is fail- pay for work at
WalMart, it doesn't matter
because you can be replaced.
In capitalism, companies are
expected to maximize profits
at the expense of everything
else.
Gyms prey on
women's insecurities
Wilbur
McLean
Editor-in-
Chief
Ask around,
Just about everybody at
Laurier knows somebody
who's received badgering
phone calls insisting- their
status as students is no
excuse to not join a particu-
lar gym.
Others have probably been
told of the "do-it-now" tactics
of hard-selling sales people
who appear all too willing- to
point out any potential gym-
goers physical deficiencies.
Even I. a single male stu-
dent, received a pamphlet in
the mail notifying me that I
had received a free year-long
membership to either the
Exclusively Women's Fitness
Centre or the Family Fitness
Centre (with a "monthly
maintenance fee" of only
$21.90 per month, of course).
I, of course, am neither a
woman nor have a wife or off-
spring to gather together for
the purposes of joining a
"family" gym.
This past week. Cord News
Editor April Cunningham visit-
ed Exclusively Women's to get
a better idea" of how gyms try
to sell their workout packages".
She left feeling like a piece
of dirt.
April is a thin girl. I don't
think it's possible for any-
body to look at her and decide
her body was something she
should be ashamed of.
Yet, while being given
"the pitch" at Exclusively
Women's, April found her
confidence shaken by the
inference that she should not
be proud of her body (see this
issue's Cover).
Is it any coincidence that
it's the local women's-only
gym that is using- these types
of tactics to draw customers?
Of course not.
Everybody, male or
female, knows of the trouble-
some issue weight is for
women.
The salesperson April
dealt with used this knowl-
edge to sell a membership.
"Would you really feel
comfortable?' April was ques-
tioned after affirming- her
confidence in hypothetically
appearing on a beach in a
tanktop and shorts.
What's sad is that women
are willing to use a common
insecurity of weight - an
insecurity created and
fuelled by men - against each
other.
What's deplorable is that
nobody seems willing- to do
anything- about it.
One female friend, who is
a long-time member of
Exclusively Women's and
was told of Aprils encounter
said only, "Well it doesn't
affect me" when I asked her if
she was going' to do any-
thing-.
After all. she already has
her membership.
None of the women I know
who have received the repeat-
ed phone calls or been treated
similarly to April have done
anything about it.
Considering the number
of female students on
Laurier's campus who
have
been affected by this, it's
alarming that a gym is still
able to act in this manner.
So where's the Women's
Centre?
Among other things,
Laurier's Women's Centre is a
collective of volunteers aimed
at protecting women on cam-
pus from sexism and
harass-
ment.
Currently, the Women's
Centre is best known for two
things: their annual t-shirt
campaign in The Concourse
and their problems with the
content and advertising in
The Cord over the past year.
The former is disliked by
many students because
of its
extreme nature and the latter
has many women
on campus
questioning the validity of a
collective designed to be a
voice for all women on cam-
pus.
I'm curious when we u
hear this voice speak up for
April ox* other women who
are roped into a gym's mem-
bership because of
the subtle
and not-so-subtle sales tactics
used that denounce a poten-
tial client's body image while
promoting age-old stereo-
types of women.
Examining the business
practices of fitness clubs
and
acting in the interest
ot
Laurier's female students
would go a long way
to prove
the legitimacy of
the
Women's Centre to those who
still question it.
Or I suppose April
could
just wear a sweater
to the
beach.
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BEST SANDWHICH YOU WILL EVER EAT!
70//V l/S FOR A FRIENDLY LUNCH,
DINNER OR SNACK
FEATURING THE 'SANDWHICH OF THE MONTH'
Wed - Sat - Open Till 3 AM
Sun -1 AM £ Mow - Tues -12 AM
210 king street worth (at University)
(beside phil's nightclub)
886-7897
Shifty's
Top10
minority groups who probably
won't get months, weeks, days,
parades, or any significant
recognition by the majority in
the near future, but they should
in
pai-ticwla'i
..
order, bit '-'- I
:
WiM:
10. Communists.
Pictured here: Deprogrammed
communist sympathizer and
actress Jane Fonda
8. Little people. Why is this
group still marginalized based
on a genetic difference? Pictured
here: actor Warwick Davis
6.Teenagers. Society writes them
off as ignorant trouble makers,
yet forces them into reproducing
the doctrines they try to defy
4. The homeless. Give them a
parade so everyone can see that
starving is worse than not being
able to afford a car
2. The Japanese. A Japanese
History Month would draw
attention to their internment.
9. Erotic entertainment industry
workers. How much money do
these people generate for the
economy?
7. Rastafarians. Students every-
where hock their culture with
Marley posters, yet few know
who Haille Selassie was
5. The elderly. Society forgets
about them once they embrace
their ideals. Probably too busy
forcing these ideals on teens.
3. The differently-abled. Stephen
Hawking writes a brief history of
time; scientists work on space
missions instead of helping him
1. Aboriginals. Their exploitation
is still too profitable for the
mainstream to appreciate them
Who died and made
you Joe Strummer?
Len
Ball
Sweet
deals
In last issue's "Punky Life"
article, the central argument
implied that a punk-rocker
falling: for a Hilfiger girl is a
condemnable sin. I must ask
whether or not this affects
anyone other than the two
individuals in
question. Whether or not
someone else has a problem
with this because he or she is
convinced it undermines a
specific attitude or cultural
representation is
irrelevant. And if so, only an
impressive round of cogni-
tive inaccuracy could account
for such an
assumption. "What could
they possibly have in com-
mon'?" was one question
posed in the Punky Life arti-
cle. What one individual
finds attractive about anoth-
er should not be of any con-
cern to those not involved,
unless of course one views
the opinions of others as a
basis to model themselves
after.
Sporting- a NOFX t-shirt
and barbells galore is not
necessarily indicative of pure
punk rock rebellion. Nor can
it be sufficiently argued that
punk is the only nametag for
rebels, or a valid premise for
being' a rebel and therefore
despising conformist atti-
tudes, such as conversing
with a "5'2 waif. By the same
token, declaring- that trendy
popular designer clothing
can and should have nothing
to do with alternative aesthet-
ic selection is rather simplis-
tic and grotesquely
general. There are always
going to be wannabes in
every social demographic
and area of personal aesthet-
ic choice, but this should
have very little to do with the
interaction between two peo-
ple.
To declare that individuals
who dress a certain way
should only respond to oth-
ers of their "kind' is to polar-
ize the multitudinous array
of human characteristics and
emotion as static and
unchangeable, which is a
mistake.
When almost any lifestyle
becomes popular and mar-
ketable, it is inevitably
bought intoby large corpora-
tions and subsequently wel-
comed by mainstream capi-
talism. While it is depressing
to see wannabes subscribing
to the music of such embar-
rassments as Good Charlotte,
it is his or her choice to do
so. Education is the best
means to dispel the myths of
popular culture, not con-
demning others for being-
part of it.
Wannabes are allowed to
be wannabes regardless of
whether or not they dress
like punks or ravers or hip-
pies or businessmen. It is
nauseating to notice and rec-
ognize this false sense of
identity that pervades almost
all areas of modern popular
culture, but again, it is not a
justifiable cause for telling-
them how they should act.
Free choice is one of the hall-
marks of modern civilization.
and to attempt to alter an
individual's attitude into
coinciding' with one's own
simply because of deviation is
a direct effort to undermine
this freedom.
Stating punk rock equals
non-conformity and in the
next breath labeling it
according to personal opin-
ion indicates a hypocritical
stance on conformity
itself. Selecting- some random
individual who happens to
work at Sunrise Records and
fits the description of a punk
wannabe is disastrously sub-
jective. In addition, the sig-
nificance of that individual
interacting with a girl who
encompasses the epitome of
'trendiness' according to Ms.
Blewett's article is shocking-
ly unimportant and trivial.
Moreover, emphatically
declaring that society has
sold punk out is inaccurate;
the question should be direct-
ed more specifically to the
stubborn conformity of popu-
lar culture, not to some evil
force that has ruined punk
and that 'real punks' have
been cheated by society. Real
punks will continue to be real
punks regardless of what
happens in popular culture.
In the future, please
refrain from thinking so two-
dimensionally. Stating that
"clothing and music are no
longer options because every
time we find something good,
it becomes a commodity to be
bought and sold" signifies a
shallow comprehensive abili-
ty and evidently a narrow
sense of the creative scope of
either music or fashion and
one's ability to perceive it.
Crikey! Babies make
delicious bait for all
Sven
McCullough
What were
thinking?
If you're like most people, I'm
sure you have expressed
your outrage over the
Crocodile Hunter baby con-
troversy.
Well, I'm not most people.
1 would like to go on the
record as supporting Steve
Irwin, the best thing to come
out of Australia since Paul
Hogan. The majority of
media sources have hopped
on the bandwagon in slander-
ing' him. I for one am sick of
the wild accusations of Mr.
Irwin being a reckless and
irresponsible father. This one
event has been blown com-
pletely out of proportion. It
all boils down to one thing:
sensationalism. Really, this
story is insignificant and has
only become world news
because a celebrity was
involved. People sure do love
a good celebrity bashing.
This week it's the Crocodile
Hunter who's been selected
for unwarranted abuse,
Irwin isn't a criminal, you
are. And that also goes for
any news show, newspaper,
or television program that
have used the situation to
mock him.
So get in line for a swift
kick in the ass. Take a num-
ber after David Letterman.
Jay Leno, Conan O'Brien,
Craig Kilborn,
Entertainment Tonight,
internet news services
including - MSN a nd Netscape,
the guy who writes "Shifty's
Top 10", "This Hour Has 22
Minutes" and perhaps the
most deserving* of" all, "Royal
Canadian Air Farce". The skit
about the Crocodile Hunter
on Friday's Air Farce was in
bad taste and like every skit
involving* Luba Goy. com-
pletely unfunny. If you were
to listen to what some of
these sources have said about
Steve feeding a crocodile
while holding' his one-month-
old son, you would assume
that little Robert was eaten
alive. Unfortunately for the
Croc-liaters out there, Steve,
the baby and the crocodile are
all doing' fine.
People sure do
love a good
celebrity bashing.
This week it's the
Crocodile Hunter.
Irwin isn't a
criminal, you are.
The Crocodile Hunter is
the flagship program on
Animal Planet. Without it,
that network is a non-stop
crapfest ofFunniest Animals,
the Pet Psychic and a host of
Irwin wannabes like Jeff
Corwin. The show revolution-
ized nature prog-ramming"
and gave urban North
Americans a view into the
wilds of Australia and its
creatures, It also introduced
a slew of Aussie slang into
our lexicon. Had it not been
for Steve Irwin, we would
never have experienced the
joys of "By Crikey!'" or
"Have a look at this little
beauty!" Is a world without
these catchph rases and the
hilarious program that
brought them to us, really
worth living in?
With all the actual turmoil
in the world, it's a shame how
some have treated this great
man. Steve Irwin is passion-
ately dedicated to wildlife
preservation despite what the
countless parodies on televi-
sion might have you believe.
I've seen him cry about
deplorable conditions at a zoo
he visited, and Ms joy in his
work is evident in the excite-
ment he brings to the screen,
I also know that he loves
his family and would never
put his son's life at risk. Can
a man who named his first
born daughter after his
favourite crocodile and his
dog really be evil? I'll take
Bindie Sue over Blanket any
day. Out of all the celebrities
out there I think Steve is one
of the good ones. So get off
his case all you holier than
thou child welfare activists.
I'd trust himto look after my
eight-month-old nephew
before most people I know
from real life. Come on
Sammy, we're going to
Beerwall.
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ff SPECIAL NEEDS OFFICE |
ANNOUNCEMENT
The special Needs Office is now open until
7 p.m. Tuesday evenings.
To book an appointment, call 884-0710 x. 3086
We Deliver Quality
621-7777
150 University Avenue at Philip Street
Voted. BEST PtZZA by The. Cord Weekly
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Come to the meeting on
Tuesday, January 20, 2004
4:00 pm
WLUSU Board Room
(Fred Nichols Campus Centre)
(More info available at ext 3318, Dean of Students' Office)
The Post-Graduate
International Marketing Program
can put the global business community within your reach.
Learn with industry practitioners. Gain insights into the European
market, the culture and business environment throughout Latin America,
the Asia Pacific nations, and the world. Get hands-on experience with
valuable field placements. All in just eight months.
Call (416) 675-6622, ext 3207, HUMBER
or e-mail peter.madott@humber.ca The Business
School
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Student Publications
Elections 2004
WIUSP Elected Positions:
(1) WLIISP President ($BOOO honourarium)
General Function: To be legally responsible for all activities of Student Publications. To co-ordinate the operation of
the department on a daily basis and to act as a resource person in all matters related to student government, publica-
tions
,
and the university community.
Responsibilities:
1. Meet regularly with the Board of Directors of Student Publications.
2. Consult with the directors in setting policy, staffing of all honoraria and paid staff positions, operational decisions on day-to-day matters, plan-
ning, initiating, co-ordinating and supervising the year's activities.
3. Assist the VP: Finance, prepare the interim and annual budget.
4. In conjunction with the VP of Finance supervise budgetary adherence.
5. Negotiate contracts for acquisition of materials and equipment, for Grad photos for, and printing of the yearbook (with Keystone editor), and the
printing for publications (with Cord Editor-in-Chief).
6. Act as a liaison and mediator between departments.
7. Represent the Corporation in matters relevant to WLUSU, the university, and other outside organizations.
8. Maintain the legal records of the corporation as required by Ontario law.
9. Act within the guidelines, policies and regulation s of the WLU Student Publications' BOD in the best interest of the WLU student body.
10. Ensure that Student Publications is operating in accordance with its existing bylaws, policies and guidelines.
11. Attend all meetings and conferences on behalf of Student Publications as required by the Board of Directors.
12. Submit a report to the directors by December 15th and by April 15th, or as required by the Directors, giving a summary of the year's activities
and possible recommendations.
13. Any other reasonable duties, as required by the Board of Directors.
(61 Director, WLUSP Board of Directors
General Function: To meet weekly and discuss issues that may be brought before the board, have a knowledge base of
the inner workings of the organization and provide a decision making body for all corporate matters.
Responsibilities:
1. Attend weekly meetings.
2. Will be present and assist with preparations of any hiring within department or publication.
3. Will attend editors or department meetings and bring important issues before the board of directors at weekly directors meeting.
4. The board member will take a comprehensive internal look at how the department or publication is doing and assist with any problems that may
occur or help out when understaffed.
5. Assist the department head (s) in writing a list of recommendations for the subsequent year and present this to the board.
6. The board member will attempt to get the Board of Directors more involved in the WLUSP environment
7. The board member will act as a liaison between their respective departments and the Board of Directors.
8. Any other reasonable duties, as required by the President.
Nominations are due January 21st at noon in the WLUSU office.
For WLUSP specific information contact Laura Jardine at
laura.jardine@wiusp.com
For more information go to www.wiusu.com/eiections
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France's secular cover-up
French President Jacques Chirac seeks
to pass law banning religious
symbols in school system
CAITLIN HOWLETT
Production Manager
"Are there many Sikhs in
France?"
That was the question
posed by a senior official at
the Ministry of the Interior in
charge of religious matters,
when asked about the ramifi-
cations for the Sikh commu-
nity with respect to the pro-
posed French law banning all
religious symbols in public
schools.
The law, still in draft
form, states that "signs and
dress that ostensibly show
the religious affiliation of
students are forbidden" in
public schools. This includes
the banning of Islamic head
coverings, Jewish skullcaps
and oversized Christian
crosses.
On December 17. 2003,
President Jacques Chirac,
along with an official com-
mission of experts made no
mention of head covering's
worn by Sikhs in a speech
that recommended the
motion of a legal ban on
Muslim headscarves. Head of
the commission. Bernard
Stasi, admitted that not a sin-
gle French Sikh was among
those interviewed. Over 200
people were interviewed dur-
ing a six-month period.
In retaliation to the most
recent draft of the law, a peti-
tion has surfaced among
the
French-Sikh community
protesting the law to be
"inhuman." Demands that
the turban be allowed because
it's a cultural symbol and not
a religious one have been
addressed to Chirac in a let-
ter from the Sikh community.
'For Sikhs to remove their
turbans and show their long-
hair would be to humiliate
them.," explained Denis
Matringe, one of France's
leading specialists on India.
In their letter to Chirac,
the Sikh community declared
that a turban bears no reli-
gious symbol, and according
to Khalsa brotherhood, mem-
bers must wear five distinct
symbols: uncut hair, a comb,
a steel wrist bangle, a sword
and short underpants. While
many obey these principles,
there are those Sikhs who do
not belong to the Khalsa
brotherhood. Either way,
there is no mention of wear-
ing the turban as a religious
requirement.
There are over 25 million
Sikhs worldwide, several
thousand contributing to the
4% of unaffiliated religions
in France. The term Sikh is
derived from the Sanskrit
word for "disciple" or "learn-
er". The 1 Oth Guru, Guru
Gobin d Singh, instituted the
Khalsa brotherhood.
In an attempt to separate
State and Church, the French
government has separated
religion and culture. The
debate of whether the turban
is a religious or cultural sym-
bol is at the forefront.
"For Sikhs to
remove their
turbans and show
their long hair
would be to
humiliate them."
- Denis Matringe,
CNRS Director
Refusing to remove his
turban for the official photo
of his national identity card,
Dhramvir Singh, 17, violates
French law. Others have lost
out on jobs while their coun-
terparts in North America
and even Britain are able to
wear their turbans without
stipulation and work in fields
such as the military and
police force.
Fearing' public schools
may force
their children to
cut their hair or shave their
beards should they be unable
to wear their turbans in the
classroom, approximately
7000 Sikhs living in France
have appealed to Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
to intercede with the French
government.
The issue has also been
directed toward the French
Ambassador, specifically the
religious necessity of the tur-
ban, and he has promised to
discuss the issue with the
French government.
Clarification about the
religious or non-religious
attributes of the turban still
need to be addressed, as it
seems various Sikh groups
refer to it as the former or the
latter.
Last month, Chirac said
he would support legislation
to make the ban law by next
fall.
Contributed Photo
Only dreaming of
growing pains
Tory legacy debt of $5.6 billion has
McGuinty turning to public for the
okay to privatize and slash
BRYN BOYCE
International Editor
Dal ton McGuinty has taken
his first steps toward the
right side of the spectrum
despite being elected by many
as an alternative to just that.
The new-born Premier has
begun to speak out to the
public saying that some serv-
ices and government enter-
prises may be privatized or
downsized by his Liberal gov-
ernment.
The news of such privati-
zation plans—which could
include the sale of TVOntario
and the LCBO to the private
sector—is characteristic of
Tory policies of fiscal respon-
sibility. The only difference is
that the Tories were the ones
leaving the $5.6 billion skele-
ton in the closet for
McGuinty to find in October,
The massive deficit that
the Liberals must now con-
tend with is hampering much
of the party's ability to make
good on promises made dur-
ing* campaign time. Most rel-
evant to Laurier students
includes the promise to freeze
tuition rates which has been
kept thus far although the
Liberals have put forth no
explanation on how they plan
to make up the differences
between cost of post-second-
ary education and their cur-
rent levels of funding*.
McGuinty has suggested a
"citizens dialogue" along
with a 63,000 civil servant
survey to determine where
cuts can be made. "One of the
discussions that we are going'
to have with the people of
Ontario are universal pro-
grams, some of the tilings we
are now providing* to people
regardless of their income or
their personal wealth."
The prospect of a tiered
health care system, in which
pay-per-use programs are
implemented could be an
option despite the wild con-
troversy surrounding- it.
Michael Barber, a British
adviser from Prime Minister
Tony Blair's government, will
be meeting- with McGuinty to
give counsel on how to han-
dle the large deficit and deliv-
er his campaign promises.
The Liberal government
has been very aggressive in
denying that their campaign
was made up of starry-eyed
promises which shot far and
beyond the budget realities.
Despite this, former
Progressive Conservative
Premier Ernie Eves has
scoffed at McGuinty's latest
announcements saying that
"they are going* to do exactly
what we were doing."
-IT TAKES All TYPES TO MAKE A WORLD-
New police anal
over dog habits
'Gestapo-ish'
police unit seeks
to curb negligent
defecations
KRIS COTE
Staff Writer
In the Spanish town of
Tarragona, city officials
have hired undercover detec-
tives to monitor and film the
city's 5,000 registered dogs
and their owners. The objec-
tive of their investigation:
enforce the city's poop and
scoop legislation.
Residents like Sandra
Pinuel have expressed their
concern with the state of
many of the city's parks and
places where their children
play. Pinuel warns that "you
have to look twice before you
take a step around here."
The same detectives that
are being used to monitor
the dogs were used to
suc-
cessfully combat graffiti
in
Tarragona. The detectives
plan to stake out known
areas where people walk
their dogs. Owners will
be
issued with one warning and
will receive a £100 fine for
each following offence. The
detectives will videotape the
dogs doing their business
should any owners pursue
a
legal defense.
The City's Mayor Joan
Miquel Nadal has declared
that "people have been
warned. We will send out
patrols and people
will be
fined." The residents oj
Tarragona have welcomed
the idea, and with a success-
ful campaign the idea
will
likely spread to neighbour-
ing towns. Already, the
resi-
dents of Getafe have begun
a
petition for their city to
hire
dog-watching detectives
as
well.
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Italy's Parmalat CEO and
investors cry over milk
KRIS COTE
Staff Writer
The situation of Italy's Calisto
Tanzi (pictured above) and
Parmalat has continued to
sour. The company that had
been transformed by Tanzi, a
university drop-out, from a
small salamis and preserva-
tives company, Calisto Tanzi
and Sons, into one of Italy's
eight largest companies,
Parmalat, continues to be
embroiled in bankruptcy
investigations. The company
was once considered a model
of Italian capitalism and
employs 36,000 people in 30
countries worldwide.
The situation began in
early December when the
company failed to make a
nearly $255 million (Cdn)
bond payment, despite the
claim that the company had
more than $6 billion (Cdn) in
a US account. Tanzi calmed
initial fears by claiming the
company merely had liquidi-
ty problems, but the US Bank
of America soon came for-
ward claiming that no such
account existed.
The European financial
community has been rocked
by the news as the Parmalat
crisis is now being compared
to thatof the former US ener-
gy company Enron.
Investigators have con-
cluded that the money exist-
ed at one time, and that more
than $16 billion is missing.
Parmalat employees had lied
to banks about sales figures
and had forged Bank of
America documents verify-
ing its (non-existent)
account.
Tanzi was arrested for his
role in the scandal and has
since admitted that he
siphoned off more than $800
million into his own pocket.
The Swedish company Tetra
Pak was recently brought
into the investigation after it
was learned that the compa-
ny had been giving Tanzi
between $8 and $10 million
each year between 1996 and
1999, $24 million in 2000
and nearly $50 million in
2001 in return for packaging
contracts. Parmalat is Tetra
Pak's largest client and the
two companies have been
doing business since the
19605.
It has also been discovered
that Parmalat Brazil trans-
ferred nearly $90 million to
its Italian parent company
last year, leaving the subsidy
unable to pay its debts in
Brazil. However, the compa-
ny has pledged to pay its
local debts by mid-January.
Brazil's Agriculture Minister
Roberto Rodrigues is worried
about future milk supplies,
as Parmalat Brazil is the sec-
ond largest distributor of
milk in Brazil.
Although media-shy,
Tanzi has been active behind
the scenes in Italian politics
and has used his personal
fleet of yachts, planes and
helicopters to transport
politicians and clergymen. So
frequently did clergymen use
Tanzi's helicopter that it
gained the nickname "God's
helicopter".
Besides Tanzi, Giovanni
Bonici, who ran the Parmalat
subsidy Bonlat, has been
arrested. His son, Stefano
Tanzi, has been forced to
resign as chairman of the
Parma football club and his
daughter, Francesca, is cur-
rently being grilled by inves-
tigators. Her fate is still
unknown.
The Italian government
has declared an emergency in
its dairy sector and has called
on the EU for support.
Experts agree that the com-
pany's rapid expansion led to
its downfall. Once the compa-
ny had conquered the food
market, Tanzi began invest-
ing in football flubs, travel
and television. None of his
other ventures made any
profits.
As the investigation con-
tinues, the damage to work-
ers, dairy farmers and
investors is being realized.
The gap left by the company
will be felt by people
throughout the world as
their livelihoods and savings
disappear.
Where am I going
with all this?
BRYN BOYCE
International Editor
The American Air Force
recently apologized to
England for accidentally
dropping- an 11kg bomb on a
small northern village dur-
ing a January Bth training
exercise. The bomb was mis-
takenly jettisoned from an F-
-15E Strike Eagle and landed
in East Yorkshire.
"There were no injuries,
limited property damage, and
the inert munition was recov-
ered," stated First Lieutenant
Augustine O Ekpoudom, an
RAF spokesperson speaking
on behalf of the Americans as
well. It seems that American
Reservists Umbach and
Schmidt are not the only
American bush pilots with
itchy trigger fingers.
Despite having only a
fraction of the F-15E lethali-
ty, New Mexican peacocks
have still found a way to
wreak havoc on a Bernalillo
County retirement home. As
if in response to the unpro-
voked American bombard-
ment, the peacocks have
overrun the quiet Vineyard
Community and begun wan-
dering aimlessly throughout
the night.
A criminal complaint is
being lodged against a neigh-
bour who is suspected of har-
bouring the birds and may
even possibly be their keeper.
It's unclear whether or not
the American Patriot Act,
designed to combat domestic
terrorist operations, would
include "harbouring pea-
cocks" in its expansive juris-
diction.
Peacocks are most com-
monly seen as a symbol of
renewaland rebirth since the
males' bright plumage grows
back every season. The
Germans have recently devel-
oped their own symbol of
renewal but, a propos, this
new invention is of the frothy
brew persuasion rather than
the airy-fairy feather form. A
new German 'anti-ageing
beer' has recently been devel-
oped by the Neuzeller Kloster
Brewery.
A bomb falls in
England, Tintin gets
loaded from a
German fountain of
youth and Peacocks
overrun old people.
The liquid, which contains
none of the traditional pre-
requisite ingredients—bar-
ley, hops, yeast and water,
"tastes like beer more than it
tastes like anything else,"
according to a brewery
spokesperson. The brew,
which uses vitamins and
minerals that purportedly
slows the aging* process, may
be outlawed because a dra-
eonian German law from
1516 states that beer mustbe
brewed from the four tradi-
tional ingredients.
Belgium's only claim to
fame, the intrepid Tintin,
may soon consider drinking
some of this German elixir
given that his 75th birthday
has come and gone on
January 10th. The Germans
are less than likely to con-
cede their youthful beverage
to the upstart carrot-top
since the scathing "King
Ottokar's Sceptre" (1939) in
which Tintin foils a stereo-
typically-fascist German ploy
to annex the imaginary
Kingdom of Syldavia.
As a part of Tintin's
anniversary (having lived
past the life expectancy of
156 nations), he will be com-
memorated on a special edi-
tion ten Euro coin. The coin
also features the incessantly
yappy dog Snowy but the
amiable Captain Haddock
regretfully got the shaft.
Sweden, who rejected the
Euro despite the possibility of
flashy communist-hating
cartoons making an appear-
ance, has recently become
embroiled in a murder case.
Just days before rejecting the
Euro last September, Foreign
Minister Anna Lindh was
viciously stabbed ten times in
the chest by Mijailo Mijailovic
while she was shopping in
Stockholm on September
10th, 2003.
Lindh was vehemently
pro-Euro and her death was
originally thought to have
been politically motivated on
the eve of the Euro referen-
dum. That theory has since
been discredited now that her
captured assailant recently-
confessed that voices in his
head made him do it—more
specifically that "Jesus made
me do it." Mijailo is the
Serbian/Croatian version of
'Michael' which comes from
the Hebrew name meaning
"who is like God?"
Only days later in the
Vatican, Pope John Paul II
proclaimed during the
January llth anniversary of
Jesus' baptism, a process
designed to remove the
Original Sin, and stated that
Jesus is "the human face of
God and the divine face of
man."
Windows
to
the World
Protests have broken out in Algeria in response to the gov-
ernment's reluctance to hold, free elections. A high-level peti-
tion signed by opposition party members and prominent
politicians seeks to curb President Abdelaziz Bouteflika's
and Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahyia's ability to influence
electoral outcomes. It seeks to gain international supervision
over the April 2004 elections as well as guaranteed security
over those who would oppose the current leaders.
The mili-
tary has oftenbeen used to limit dissent in the North African
nation. In 1999, Bouteflika gained power after six candidates
dropped out of the race prior to the vote. The credibility of
the elections has since been in question.
Paul Martin and his wife, Sheila, step off the plane in Mexico
to mark their first international visit. The two arrived in
Mexico to attend a Summit of the Americas meeting with the
34 nations of North, Central and South America. The goal of
the two day summit was to hammer out some progress
toward intercontinental security, the FTAA and poverty. The
FTAA, which is hoped by many to pass as early as 2005 met
some of the sharpest resistance from the South American
states which have a noted left tendency of late. The
Americans wished to ban leaders of corrupt nations from
future summits but it was quashed and currently only Cuba
is excluded from the talks.
Three people who died in Vietnam have sparked a fear that
an avian strain (carried by birds) of the flu may spread out
into the rest of Asia. The strain which has a mortality rate of
nearly 100% in chickens has killed 40,000 birds in Vietnam
and forced the World Health Organization to consider the
ramifications of failed containment. Since October of 2003,
14 people have experienced some respiratory illnesses linked
with the virus. So far, no known case of human-to-human
transmission exists but the WHO is not discounting- the pos-
sibility. Following the tightening of China's health controls
in the face of a possible resurgence of SARS, the WHO is
wary of letting its guard down against this new strain but
admits that their "fingers are crossed."
Compiled by Bryn Boyce
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New SAFTA will
bring the bling
Brendan
Jones
Extra
Value Spiel
Hi-ho, hi-ho, it's off to free
ti'ade tliey g*o, With the con -
clusion of the 12th SAARC
Summit in Islamabad on
January 6th, seven Asian
countries have moved one
step closer to free trade and
economic cooperation. The
South Asian Association of
Regional Cooperation, or
SAARC, was created in 1985
and at its roots lie the deci-
mation of poverty in the
region and breaking away
from its poor and
backward
nature; a region rich with
natural, resources populated
with a large, well trained,
and educated workforce.
After a year stagnated by
a lack of meetings or negotia-
tions, India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh. Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Bhutan and Maldives
have gotten the ball rolling
again with the creation of
SAFTA. The South Asian Free
Trade Area will see Asian
southern powerhouses.
Pakistan and India, reduce
tariffs to under 5% by 2013
while other member states
must comply by 2015; at
which time the seven member
states will form the South
Asian Economic Union.
SAFTA will slowly
introduce free trade
to the region but no
one country will
receive the favoured
nation status. Happy
capitalism everyone!
The first phase of the
agreement will see develop-
ing countries Pakistan, India
and Sri Lanka reign in maxi-
mum tariffs to 20%, 30% for
the least developed countries,
by 2008.
Until 2015, when South
Asia for practical purposes
becomes a free trade area,
each member state will pro-
cure a list of products for
which the tariffs will not be
removed. This will effectively
allow poorer SAARC coun-
tries to be compensated by
the richer for any economic
loss they have to endure
through the free flow of trade
within the region.
Furthermore, in another
effort to aid the least devel-
oped countries through this
tumultuous period, no one
country will receive most
favoured nation status. This
will free member states from
the WTO obligation to grant
Indian goods similar treat-
ment to that offered to other
countries, a viable concern as
low-priced Indian goods will
begin to swamp the region
when the agreement goes
into effect in 2006 after it has
been ratified by all members.
As SAFTA will slowly
introduce free trade to the
region, and has a number of
safety mechanisms in place,
it is up to the member states
to show the economic and
political fortitude not to bow
to the protectionist elements
thereby hindering trade
through the list of trade
items that can be subject to
restrictions. Also, members
can maintain trade barriers
for a number of health, secu-
rity and environmental rea-
sons which will be another
area where the memberstates
will have to show determina-
tion and resilience in the face
of anti-globalization zealots.
In this sense, SAFTA acts as
both a trade agreement and a
free trade 'potty training'
mechanism.
So, after a two day summit
and extensive negotiations in
the capital of Pakistan,
another nail has been put in
the anti-globalization coffin.
By 2006, South Asia will be
on the free trade bandwagon
and it is expected that get-
ting the FTAA back on track
will be on the agenda this
week at the Summit of the
Americas in Monterrey,
Mexico.
TheFree Trade Agreement
of the Americas which would
amalgamate most of North,
Central and Southern
America into the world's
largest free trade zone, was
pared back due Brazilian
agricultural concerns last
November, but with Latin
American economies being as
flat for the past five years as
that open bottle of Pepsi in
your fridge, the region's lead-
ers are looking for renewed
US policy interest.
Similar motivations are
behind SAFTA, as some esti-
mates see it increasing intra-
SAARC trade enhanced from
$4-6 billion US to $14 billion
per year. On behalf of North
America I'd like to extend
congratulations to our South
Asian brethren and send best
wishes for many years of eco-
nomic returns. Happy capi-
talism, everyone.
US 'interests' key
to Sudanese peace
Andrew
Sachs
Strong
Sacn
That sudden realization that
you get when two and two
come together and seemingly
unrelated events become con-
nected recently hit me right
between the eyes. It manifest-
ed itself as an awareness that
history has come full circle
and repeated itself with the
culmination of hostilities in
Sudan, the longest ongoing
civil war.
At first glance the peace
deal between the Sudanese
government and rebel groups
is a cause for unrestrained
jubilation. Twenty years of
strife and destruction tearing
the country apart, killing six
million and displacing- anoth-
er million has come to rest
and Sudan can finally begin
to rebuild its shattered econo-
my. At the forefront of nego-
tiating the peace deal were
the Western governments,
primarily the United States.
Unfortunately the contents of
the deal and motivations
driving the peace process
have a questionable and self-
interested air to them.
First things first, any
type of peace in the case of
Sudan is welcome and a vic-
tory for this part of Africa,
but to lose a critical eye while
evaluating does a grave dis-
service to a complex issue.
The controversy primarily
evolves around the country's
new found oil wealth; a key
component of the peace deal
that sees both sides sharing
the revenue of it's develop-
ment and a say in doling out
oil contracts.
Development is exactly
the problem; Sudan does not
have the resources or expert-
ise to extract its own oil.
What that means is foreign,
primarily Western, compa-
nies must come in and they
will not operate with the dis-
ruptions of an ongoing' civil
war. It's also interesting to
note the US lias stated its
increasing* interest and focus
on African oil. Walter
Kansteiner. the American
assistant secretary of State
for Africa in 2002 said
"African oil is of national
strategic interest to us, and it
will increase and become
more important as we go for-
ward."
With that in mind, how
much of this peace deal can
be said to be inspired by a
genuine interest of peace and
well-being for the Sudanese
people. It seems almost ironic
that once an African country
shows some promise of eco-
nomic development its peo-
pie are suddenly more impor-
tant and worthy of living in
peace. Sound familiar? Just
look back in history at every
time the US has intervened in
another country. Each situa-
tion involves an economic
incentive; Panama,
Nicaragua, Malaysia, are all
worthy examples.
While that is only one
issue, other key components
of closing" the Sudan peace
deal centre on economic sanc-
tions and the lifting of Sudan
from the United States' list of
states sponsoring terrorism.
Here history has come back
to haunt us again.
Anybody familiar with
Iraq's history understands
this. Back in the 80s and
early 90s when Iraq and
Saddam Hussein were allies
of the United States and Bob
Dole and Donald Rumsfeld
made visits to the Iraqi dicta-
tor, such, relations were made
possible by the same meth-
ods. Iraq was lifted from a
list of terrorist nations and
allowed to obtain US loans
and given subsidized food
supplies. This time the
Iran-
Iraq war was a motivating
factor to stop the spread
of
Islamic fundamentalism.
Economics was another fac-
tor for US support of Iraq
embedded in the State
Department's official line-
its
our duty t:- support
US
exporters,"
The Sudanese peace
prospect has the same self-
interested smell to it, very
similar to the manner
in
which Iraq gained American
support. Fortunately,
con-
nected views of history exist
and can point out the sub-
tleties and marginalized facts
of foreign events. If not, we
d
only be exposed to a limited
view that fails to point out
the continuations of foreign
policy in certain countries
in
the world.
Contributed Photo
This column of soldiers from Sudan's People Liberation Army march along outside a village. The civil
war has lasted 20 years and claimed an estimated six million lives making it Africa's worst war
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The Democrats are
racing to beat Bush
Bernard
Dawson
Secretary
,
of Shake
It's an election year down
south and for the US
Democratic Party one ques-
tion has reared its ugly head:
Can anyone currently seek-
ing the Party's presidential
nomination beat sitting-
Republican President George
W. Bush in November? With
the lowa caucuses less than a
week away and the famous
New Hampshire primary fol-
lowing closing behind, the
Democratic nomination is far
from decided. While Vermont
governor Howard Dean may
be the current front-runner,
anything can and will hap-
pen during the strange and
often exciting American pri-
mary season.
Right now it seems that
there are five major candi-
dates for the nomination:
Governor Dean, Missouri
Congressman Dick Gephardt,
Massachusetts Senator John
Kerry, North Carolina
Senator John Edwards, and
US Army General Wesley
Clark. Even though Dean is
commonly referred to as the
early leader in the race, in
the US primary system
momentum is more impor-
tant than pre-primary status
or early endorsements from
prominent Democrats (Dean
has already been endorsed by
former Vice-President A1
Gore).
No matter who the
Democrats run in the coming-
election, tliey will be faced
with one major problem-win-
ningl the hearts, minds and
votes of jaded leftists while
not appearing too far left,
The Democrat challenger will
have to appeal to the oft
ignored left wing- of the
party, a voting base which
has lost faith in the party
because of perceived shift to
the right by its elected mem-
bers. But that candidate
would be forced to walk a
political tight rope, winning
the far left while still keeping
a solid base in the political
center.
The upcoming
primary season has
five candidates
jockeying for the
right to contest
Bush in election
without the fear of
being MOAB'd
This is where current
front-runner Dean will have
most of his problems. Right
now Dean is playing 1 up his
opposition to the war in Iraq
in an effort to create a clear
distinction between himself
and President Bush (as a
state governor Dean did not
have a vote in the decision to
go to war). What will cost
Dean in the end is the fact
that the war is still popular
in the United States. If Dean
keeps harping on the war
issue he may end up with the
Democratic nomination, but
his presidential campaign
will hinge on the situation in
Iraq. So if the situation in
Iraq does not get any worse
by November. Dean could
find himself stuck with an
unpopular viewpoint for his
one issue campaign.
That situation would be
similar to what happened in
the 1972 election when
Democratic candidate South
Dakota Senator George
McGovern, a member of the
liberal wing of the Party,
faced off against incumbent
Republican President
Richard Nixon. McGovern
tied his campaign to ending
the Vietnam War but a num-
ber of breakthroughs hi the
Paris Peace Talks led the
American Public to believe
that Nixon had found a clear
way out of Vietnam. On elec-
tion day the Democratic chal-
lenger was crushed by the
Republican incumbent in one
of the most lopsided elections
in US history.
No matter who wins the
Democratic Party's presiden-
tial nomination one thing is
for sure: unseating George
W. Bush will be a tough act.
While it will not be impossi-
ble, the presidential chal-
lenger will face an uphill
climb in defeating a
President while America is
involved in a global conflict.
But the Democrats do
have some history on their
side. In 1992 Republican
President George Bush blew
a huge lead in the polls and
was defeated by an unknown
Democrat, Bill Clinton. And
in this election year the
Democrats are certainly hop-
ing that lightning will strike
twice.
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BellyDance:
Past&Present
A dance with a past
by Heather Hughes
This week, Cord Features decided to investigate several 'old school' da nee styles that have made comebacks in recent
years from relative unpopularity. Belly dancing has been revived in various pop videos that seek to enchant and
entice the audience, breakdaneing has again come to the forefront with the increased interest in late 70s and 80s
retro style, and line dancing lias been revived as Country music is again rising to popularity.
A 'Mesopotamia*! Lap dance.'
I was appalled by the words.
This was the term, that Carrie
Bradshaw from Sex and the
City used to describe the per-
formance of belly dancers in
a Moroccan restaurant as
they danced around her on-
again, off-again boyfriend,
Mr. Big. Aside from being
anachronistic, the term was a
little insulting. Belly danc-
ing has become increasingly
popular and more main-
stream in the past couple of
years but long held miscon-
ceptions persist.
Is belly dancing intrinsi-
cally sexual? Perhaps. Belly
dancing is likely the world's
oldest dance and is believed
to have begun as a fertility
dance which was performed
in religious ceremonies. The
undulating of the abdomen
appears to be a pantomime of
childbirth and is thought to
have aided women during
labour. But belly dancing lias
changed and evolved over
time and space. Over the cen-
turies it has been both detest-
ed and revered, leaving the
dance in a precarious situa-
tion. But fundamentally,
belly dancing has always
been about women and
music, traditions which have
survived to the present.
Aspects of belly dance can
be traced back to the llth
century when the .Romany
people of
Northern India, more com-
monly referred to as the
'Gypsies,' wandered through-
out the continent influencing
the music and dance of the
regions they inhabited. The
Romany people traveled
through Pakistan,
Afghanistan and the Persian
Gulf. Some continued into
Egypt, North Africa, and
Spain while others reached
Turkey and Eastern Europe.
Romany dances are charac-
terized by rhythmic foot
stomps and hand clapping
which is common to many
folk dances throughout the
Middle East and in the
Flamenco dance of Spain.
in 18tli and 19tli century
Egypt there were two main
classes of dancers, the
Awalim and the Ghawazi.
The Awalim were educated
artists and musicians, usual-
ly from an upper class
upbringing and hence, wide-
ly respected. The Ghawazi
were lower class dancers,
sometimes prostitutes, which
were associated with the
nomadic Romany people.
When the French army occu-
pied Egypt the division
between these two classes
became skewed. Many
Awaiinv left Cairo out of their
contempt for the French and
many of the Ghawazi tried to
pass themselves off as
Awalim in order to increase
their revenue. Eventually the
authorities enacted a brutally
enforced prohibition on
female performers in Cairo
which lasted for
about 20 years.
When the ban
was finally lift-
ed around
1854, lit-
tle was left
of the female
performing' arts
community of Cairo
and the reputation of those
that survived suf-
fered greatly.
Prom the
time of early
explorers, the
West has
been fasci-
nated by
the
notion
of a
mys-
teri-
ous
and exotic Orient. Belly
dance first became infamous
in the West during- the late
19th century with the popu-
lar World Exhibitions, For
example, at the Chicago
World's Exposition in 1893
one attraction featured a
dancer named Little Egypt
and it is believed that the
term "belly dance'was created
at this event. The term was
inspired from the movements
of* the dance but is also likely
derived from the Egyptian
word 'beledi,' meaning 'my
country.' which is the name
of an Egyptian folk rhythm,
and dance.
A new moniker was not
the only invention to come
out of the World Exhibitions.
This was how the present day
belly dance cabaret costume
came into existence. Before
the turn of the century
dancers wore a simple wide
skirt, undershirt and waist-
coat, however, during the
exhibitions they began to
embellish their traditional
costumes with glitter, beads,
and pearls which were
thought to look more 'east-
ern' to their new audiences.
Westerners also added the
veil in order to heighten the
dancer's mystique and allure.
And by the 1920 s the cos-
tumes devolved into glittery
bra tops, low-slung gauzy
skirts with slits and bare
midriffs.
The World Exhibitions
were a little short of cultural
sensitivity, to say the least,
and have done much to ham-
per Western views on Middle
Eastern dance. But there now
seems to be a revival in belly
dance, more properly known
by the term Raks Sliarki,
which is Arabic for "Dance of
the East." Centuries of mis-
representation and exploita-
tion due to desperate econom-
ic situations and lack of
opportunity available to
women are difficult to erase;
however, the current dance
scene seems to strive for the
tradition of the Awalim.
Through an intellectual
understanding of music,
authenticity of movement
and self-respecting attitude,
women can exonerate this
once tainted art form.
A new brand
of belly dance
From Britney to Beyonce, it
seems everyone is jumping
on tJfcie Belly dance bandwag-
on. However. Latin pop star
Shakira should be credited
wi tli i'li-s.t introducing belly
dance; to pop scene. This
half-Lebanese singer and
song writer made waves
with tier innovative musical
style and tier uniquely sen-
sual dance movements. The
dan.ee is also breaking onto
the hip hop scene with, many
artists adding - a - Middle
Eastern flare to their music
and some even describing:
belly dancing in their songs
such as R. Kelly, Wyclef
Jean, Timbai&nd . and:
Kardinal Offishal to name a
IWwßwiljMi
But what is the underly-
ing- reason behind this
trend? Is it a result of glob-
alisation? Could it be a
desire for cultural aware-
ness in the midst of a tenu-
ous political situation in the
Middle East? Or is it simply
a manifestation of the West's
infatuation with the myste-
rious East? Likely it is com-
bination of these factors.
"'There are two very oppo-
site interpretations of belly
dance." says Dharlene
Valeda, founder and director
of Haft Vadi Studio of
Middle Eastern Arts in
Kitchener, "One interpreta-
tion is that the dancer is an
intelligent artist. This
dancer's aim is to make the
poetry and melody of the
music obvious to the audi-
ence through an educated
interpretation of the music
and physical skill and disci-
pline."
The other interpretation
is that of the "sexy
temptress, who is more
about dancing for 'his eyes
only," and making her man a
sultan." The latter interpre-
tation has become far more
popular in this new brand of
pop/hip hop belly dancing.
Britney is a "slave for you,"
Reyonce wants to be your
'
naughty girl." and ft. Kelly
likes the way "you move
your choeha," although I'm
not exactly sure what that
means.
So if pop belly dance is
indeed an attempt to
improve cultural
,>-'/arene.sp i-- c
West, it has failed
miserably. Not
only has it perpetuat-
ed stigmas about exot
ie harem girls danc-
ing- for men, but it
has denied some o/
the fundamenta
aspects of th,
3ttt Is
still hope. Bellj
dancing is thriv-
ing in North
America, with les-
sons being
offered in most
major cities.
According tc
Valeda, belly danct
has struck a chord
with Western
women because
it offers a
unique* grace-
ful style which
is accessible to
different body
types, it allows
strengthening
and awareness
of core mus-
cles, brings
exposure t<
Middle Easten
music, and ii
simply an
opportunity to
try some-
thing new.
m
Middle Left: An illustration of a belly dancer from Shrine
Magazine c. 1926. This is an example of Orientalism which is a
theory about how Europeans define the East through biased pop-
ular thinking. Top Right: Britney Spears performing "I'm a Slave
4
U" at the 2001 MTV music video awards. Spears was adorned
with an albino python which apparently made her break out
in a
rash, but I'm sure it wasn't the first time. Bottom Right: Shakira
performing her Middle Eastern inspired track "Ojos Asi." Shakira
pairs a traditional Egyptian coined hip scarf with a backless top
and leather pants.
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For more information on belly dance:
www.haftvadi.com
www.discoverbellydance.com
www.shira.net
Breakdancing makes a comeback
BRIAN D'SOUZA
Staff Writer
One Thanksgiving two years
ago, I turned
on Showcase to
find an 80's movie called Beat
Street on television. The film
tells a glamorized and dram-
atized version of events sur-
rounding the hip hop and
breakdancing culture of the
era through the eyes of a few
teenagers growing up in
New York.
I was awed by some of the
dance moves that the 'New
York City Breakers* and the
'Rock Steady Crew' per-
formed during a battle in the
middle of the film. They
seemed to project qualities
that contradicted the typical
drunken arm flailing and
wind-milling that passes for
dancing in today's clubs. It
was a visual spectacle that
took serious skill and athlet-
ic prowess to master.
Additionally, breakdancing
seemed to demolish any
respect for conservative
forms of dance and elevate
the individual above the
entire room.
Everything has an ori-
gin— but the supposed start-
ing grid from where break-
dancing came isn't exclusive
to one area or performer.
Some point to James Brown
for starting the trend. In
1969, he had a style of danc-
ing called 'Good Foot" which
revolved around footwork.
The flashy style caught fire
among young men eager to
prove themselves in dance
contests billed 'battles'. Back
then, Break-Boys or B-Boys
got top billing at parties to
perform their style of music
and dance.
Kool DJ Here coined the
term B-Boy in 1969, along
with a method of playing:
records without stopping the
music. He'd mix two songs
by combining the percussion
breaks and then seamlessly
switch to another deck,
which he called "cutting
breaks". When Kool Here
said "B-Boys go down!" it
was the cue for the dancers
to come up and perform their
self-styled dance.
As for the origin of the
dancing itself, some trace it
all the way to Brazilian mar-
tial arts (possibly Capoeira)
learned by New York and LA
street gangs for self defense,
The style of fighting mutated
into aggressive dance moves
like Uprock. Uprock was one
of the first breaking moves
created and it is the base for
other dance moves that came
later.
On the West Coast,
Uprock was known as 'lock-
ing' as gangs danced on the
streets to rival each other.
Old grudges die hard and
gang members sometimes
settled scores on the dance
floors of clubs via Battles' to
determine who could hold
what territory. Sore losers
often caused street fights
when they didn't vacate the
contested neighborhood after
losing dance contests.
Once the 80s hit. break-
dancing hadbeen co-opted by
mainstream artists from
Broadway choreographers to
Michael Jackson. Remember
Jackson's famed "Moonwalk"
(also performed so subtly by
Michael J. Fox in Back To
The Future)? James Brown's
'Good Foot' dance style
evolved into something
known as 'Floating' which
eventually was borrowed by
Jackson and turned into the
Moonwalk.
What happened is similar
to our modern era hyper-
superficial pop icons like
Puff Daddy or Justin
Timberlake who have taken a
shine to ripping off the clas-
sic rock essentials from Led
Zeppelin to Simply Red and
singing their lyrics over the
old songs.
Breakdancing was made
accessible to the suburban
middle-class through main-
stream artists. There was a
veneer of street credibility,
but the product was sanitized
and safe and isolated from
the deep rooted conflicts in
the ghettos that had spawned
the art.
The definitive breaking
tunes were produced by a
band called Afrika
Bambaataa. Their music is on
the soundtrack to 1984's Beat
Street. "The Renegades of
Funk" (recently covered by
Rage Against the Machine) is
one of their best songs that
makes reference to the break-
ing era: "There was a time
when our music / Was some-
thing- called the Bay Street
beat / People would gather
from all around / To get down
to the big sound / You had to
be a renegade in those days /
To take a man to the dance
floor Like Afrika Bambaataa/
And the Soul Sonic Force"
In many ways, the origi-
nal breakers were 'renegades
of funk" who took the spot-
light during- their era and
inspired countless teens to
dream of becoming- dancers,
DJs, writers, rappers or beat
boxers. Kids would skip class
to perfect their moves and
wear the tracksuits and run-
ning shoes that identified
them as members of the
breaking- culture.
The culture peaked and
promptly faded from the
limelight. While it never
completely disappeared, it
never regained the same aura
of mysticism and intensity
that it had during- the 80 s.
Even today, echos from
the distant era reverberate.
The University of Waterloo
has a breakdanee crew,
although it is comprised
mostly of acrobatic and ath-
letic Asian students. In an
episode of Futurama, I was
touched to see the character
of Fry reminisce of a battle
during the SQ's against his
brother. Every era conies and
goes— just as Afrika
Bambaataa remind us,
"Times continued to
change/Nothing Stays the
same".
Contributed Photo
Breakdancers cut loose in a breakdancing 'battle'.
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Line Dancing
by Susie Kovacs
Stilettos, ripped jeans and
retro music are among the
many fads from the good old
days that are somehow
sneaking- their way back into
popularity.
Country western dancing
isn't any different. This
comeback is surprising to
many, as most students I
know go miles out of their
way to avoid an activity asso-
ciated with their parents.
Also, many shudder at the
idea of stepping into any
place that even remotely
resembles a saloon. Well, it
looks like that excuse is
futile, since country dancing-
has been showing up at bars
all over the Tri-city area. Line
dancing has only recently
been showing up at the Silver
Spur, but the Texas Two-Step
and Western Swing are tak-
ing over the Stampede Corral
in Kitchener and the
Stampede Ranch in Guelpli.
No matter how many
drinks of courage one has
consumed, anyone has to be
accurately prepared for what
they are about to embark on.
So here are a few tips for
any amateurs to the sport of
country dancing*. First, it is
not cool to stand on the
dance floor and socialize.
Most rookies who do this like
to stand around the inside of
the rail. This is the fast lane
for the two-steppers; you're
likely to entice a big bull-
rider into peeling- you off this
rail with his arm. The speed
at which these dancers will
be moving will not allow for
much time to react before
you are on the floor, roped
and crying for your mama.
If you want to attempt the
Texas Two-Step in the fast
lane, be prepared to cultivate
the 'on-the-edge' and 'out-of-
control' look. It moves pretty
quickly. Any kind of dance
with a partner usually
involves the classic Two-Step.
It is easy to turn any kind of
normal walk into a country-
dance step. You just carry
your weight forward, taking
a small shuffle/hop that is
just shorter than a normal
step. Soon comes the twirling
and rapid spinning. And in
no time, you'll be doing the
country swing with the best
of them. Almost all first
timers experience the same
sweaty-palm, stiff-as-a-board
feeling- the first time around
the floor. This whole sensa-
tion will pass once you get
over the urge to debate with
your partner whose
fault it
was when you created a
wreck with the other good
dancers out there.
Should the slower, sub-
tler, and more independent
dancing- be for you, tackle
the centre ring of the dance
floor where the line dancing-
takes place. Easy line danc-
ing usually uses primary
rhythms, setting a basic
dance to eight beats of music.
Since there is no partner
needed and it's easy to pick
up steps by watching all the
other feet in the line, this is
usually the preference for
rookies.
Along with the dance
steps, it's crucial to under-
stand that there is a notice-
able "western" style that
accompanies the country
dance. The typical western
outfits do not usually match.
Texas-Starched Wranglers or
Rockies jeans are worn long
and tight. They're stacked
over leather boots with hats,
big belt buckles and plaid
shirts. Those who try and
tackle the country-ballroom
look often have some sort of
fringe on any part of their
clothing and rhinestone hat-
bands. These men usually
have on white pants in an
attempt to shine in the spot-
lights. These people are ones
who are often spotted chang-
ing into tennis shoes on the
way out of the bar.
Given the fact that any
kind of country dance can be
rigorous and require an
extreme amount of energy,
certain safety precautions
must be taken. Watch for the
weak, yet rapid pulse. This,
accompanied by headache,
dizziness and overall weak-
ness can be a sign of heat
exhaustion. You must stop
and cool down immediately.
Even get yourself a drink.
There is a possibility that
you could die of heat stroke.
Painkillers can be taken for
sore muscles and aches, but
should not be used too fre-
quently. To prevent injuries
to ankles, knees or hips, alli-
gator skin shoes should not
be worn. If they are a must,
an alternative is to retain
your orthopaedic surgeon.
Remember to stretch before
beginning your fast and
strenuous dancing. These
demanding spurts of exces-
sive activity on weekends can
contribute to various bodily
injuries and can lead to
lengthy recovery times.
My admiration goes out to
those who are experts in the
field of country-western
dancing. To those who are
beginners, good luck and
think of how good you'll look
at your friend's wedding
when you can do the
'Country-Hustle' or even the
'South-Side'.
Illustration by Currie
Jenn Asselin cuts a rug, line dancing style. Now if only she actually
knew how to line dance, she would be the queen of the county fair.
Origins of Line
Dancing
Susie
Kovacs
Production
Assistant
When I think of the origin
and history of country west-
ern dances, I think of the
Wild West, with pistols and
Clint Eastwood, bank-robbers
and sheriffs. This impression
is somewhat accurate as a lot
of dances took root in time of
the immigration of thou-
sands to the old Western
frontier. Most modern
Western dances were devel-
oped in this century and are a
compilation of different cul-
tures and eras. Modern
Western dances can find their
roots all over the world from
pubs of Ireland and ball-
rooms of Europe. Widely dif-
fering people who had little
or no exposure to each other
gathered and danced on com-
mon ground.
Country dances began
with the interaction of the
Western frontier settlers.
Organized barn dances, quilt-
ing bees and cowboy balls
were the main social activi-
ties. The 'old cowboy' was not
the most Umber of creatures.
Long hours and strenuous
farm work led to a lack of
dancing finesse and practi-
cally no grace with which to
lead a fair maiden around the
dance floor. The Western cow-
boy would enter the dance
floor with eyes filled with
excitement, liquor and lust.
It was this character that
sparked the kinds of dances
that involved stomping and
trudging around the dance
floor.
The creation of square
dancing came when there
was a need to prevent chaos
on the dance floor since few
people knew the same steps.
A figure who soon became
legendary emerged. The hero
who saved many lives was
called the 'caller'. It was his
job to orchestrate the hetero-
geneous crowd into harmo-
nious movement. The caller
would cry out different steps,
and everyone would follow.
This is still the same today
with the role of the caller in
modern day square dancing,
but the steps have evolved.
Line dancing came into
play only recently. The line
dancing craze was given a
boost by the movie Urban
Cowboy with John Travolta
in 1980. It sparked a trend of
line dancing in country
clubs, in which people started
doing the Cotton Eyed Joe,
Two Step, Swing and about
three or four line dances.
Also, the film industry at the
time started a distinct line
dance called the Bus Stop, a
dance that closely resembled
the Electric Slide. Through
the early 80's most of the
classic country dances were
seen until they lost their pop-
ularity late in the decade.
Line dancing teamed up
with country music for good
in 1992 when Billy Ray
Cyrus came out with Achy
Breaky Heart. Marilyn
Greenwood choreographed
the dance as a marketing
ploy for the song. Lucky for
Billy Ray, it worked and line
dancing to country music
became one of the biggest
dance crazes ever. It was
enjoyable, straightforward to
learn and didn't require a
partner. In many countries
across continental Europe,
US soldiers laid the first
foundations and shared line
and other country dances
with the locals.
Though many of these
dances stemmed from either
burly cowboys or an ingen-
ious marketing ploy, country
western dances are going to
be around for a long time.
Soon enough everyone will be
going to hoedowns and learn-
ing to play the fiddle.
Western dancing wasn't
dead; it was just asleep at the
wheel, and now it's back and
here to stay.
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Soulmates or prenupt'd?
Just because you think you're in love doesn't mean you
should rush down the aisle like Britney Spears did. Get
your life together before you share it with someone else.
Jessica
Mclaughlin
Student Life
Editor
It seems that every other per-
son I talk to these days has
some exciting news to share
with me regarding his or her
romantic relationship. An old
friend from high school, a
girl I have class with, my best
friend's sister and a guy who
I just met have told me the
same news: "I'm engaged."
I even know a couple who
broke up and then got back
together because he pro-
posed. That's all right, hav-
ing a ring on her finger will
solve all the problems in your
relationship, right? To all of
these young people who just
can't wait to get hitched I
have the same response: are
you serious? Am I really the
only person who has noticed
what seems to be an increas-
ing trend to get engaged
while still in post secondary
school? Why do these people
feel the urge to jump into the
sacred commitment of mar-
riage when they are still so
young and have so many
things to experience?
I've always known that I
would be older when I finally
walked down the aisle. Not
because I want to be able to
sleep with whom I want, trav-
el the world without a fiancee
and be debt free before I com-
bine
my assets with someone
else, but because I am an
independent
person. I've been
m a serious relationship for
three years but I'm sure as
hell not going to commit to
spending the rest of my life
with someone I started to
aate when I
was 17.
When I ask people who are
engaged why they feel com-
pelled to make this kind of
commitment to their signifi-
cant other, I usually get the
same
response. Young people
a-fe getting engaged for two
Jg reasons. First because
.
ey claim to have met the
person and second to
get credit with their families.
I'm all for true love and all,
but why get married so
young"? So you've found the
right person, great, now
spend the next five years
together living your lives to
the fullest.
Think that you can live
your life to the fullest even
when you're married? If you
claim this than I really hope
you both have the same pri-
orities because I know that
I'm not ready to give up my
all inclusive holidays with
my two best friends (and no,
muffin, you are not invited).
Even if you have the same
lifestyles don't you think that
a little time to find yourself is
needed before becoming one
half of a married couple?
When you're in university
you're still figuring it all out.
Where you're going to settle
down and what job you'll
have is still up in the air for
the majority of us. What if
your fiancee gets offered a
job in Hong Kong? Are you
going to move there with him
or her? Once these huge
details work out it is a lot
more reasonable to get
engaged. Until then, be
happy with a promise ring
(these are great because it's a
commitment that can easily
be broken; a.k.a. "give me
that promise ring back
because the promise is now
void").
To those of you who argue
that you are getting engaged,
to get recognition from your
family and friends, 1 say: get
over it. Since when does the
seriousness of your relation-
ship depend on how serious
otiier people consider it to be?
You can make a serious com-
mitment to e&eii other to be
monogamous and long; term
without the ring' anci your
parents and friends will
acknowledge and respect
that. If you spend most of
your time with your girl-
friend or boyfriend and don't
cheat then most people know
that you are in a serious rela-
tionship. This should be
enough validation for you.
When it comes down to it,
even if you feel that you are
ready to take the next step in
your relationship, wait. Wait
until you're done school,
until you've run all over the
world and until you are old
enough to pay for the wed-
ding* yourself. Unless you're
ready to fork over the money
to feed at least one hundred
people and get them drunk,
wait. If your relationship is
as strong as you claim it is,
that person is not going to
run away simply because
there isn't a gold ring band-
ing you together.
Carly Beath
Above: This young woman is disgruntled at the idea of marrying Wilbur, but look on the bright side,
you can always get a divorce. Right: Marriage is the solution if you believe in abstinence, but want to
have sex... so go ahead and do it!
Once you've found that special
someone who makes your heart
pound why wait to get hitched? I say
consummate the marriage pronto!
Carly
Beatn
Production
Assistant
So you're young* and think-
ing- of getting' married. And
to you I say "Go for it!" If you
have the maturity to look
past the wedding with the
fancy dress and flowers, and
realize that once the party is
over you'll be left with a mar-
riage. then why wait?
If you've found the person
you want to spend the rest of
your life with, you shouldn't
put off getting married
because someone else tells
you that you re too young-.
You're old enough to have a
say in who leads the country,
and old enough to pick your
career path - you're also old
enough choose whether or
not you get married. Plus, to
paraphrase my friend
Bronwyn, most men suck, so
if you're lucky enough to
find one that doesn't, for
God's sake don't throw him
away.
Indeed, for many people,
finding their so-called soul-
mate is a big source of stress.
If you get it out of the way
early, you can put more focus
on developing other areas of
your life, such as your career.
There are also many financial
benefits to getting- married
young. Since most people
tend to wait until they're
married to do the joint
finances thing-, if you get
married early you can com-
bine your assets sooner and
Super-Amazing Crossword
By Fraser King
0 I Bone breaking sound
05 Computer connection
03. Gratuity
10 Musical measure
11 'Be quiet' word
V.i. The perfect world
15. Remains after fire
16. Catch fish with this
i 7 To r onto ' egio.o
1 y Foilowers
21 laughing sound
23 Gets rid of
2 j Dovv nio a d abbrev.
2? Dirty Cloth
23. Kill maliciously
32 Ancient Egyptian Goddess
33. What a general is [2 words]
37 Nazi org
38. Stare at with lust
39. Irish Terrorist Org.
40. Spanish cheer
41 Midday
44.F00t appendage
45 Cricket 2004 videogame Maker
46. Vodka is fermented from it
48 Paper you're reading
49. Negative prefix
Down:
01 Shocking type gun
02 Taken in class
03. Not I
04 Caffeine's gift
06. Type of carpet
07 Head sculpture
00 Simple Word
09 3.14
12. Iranian King
14 Swiss Mountains
19 Time period
2d Wants rig tu do some'hir.u
Math action
24 Lung cancer causer
26 Hawa 11 an 112I owe r neckla c es
29 MPS haters
30 Web content syndication format
31 Billiards action
34 ice house
35 Jubilant delight
38 Male pronoun
41. Matrix character
42. Boat equipment
43 Unholy transgression
47 Not yes
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start to think about things
like a mortgage. When you're
old, and your friends still
have half of a house to pay
for, you can just sit back and
breathe a sigh of relief.
Being married also brings
other perks like tax breaks.
So if you know this person is
the one for you, why not cash
in on it?
The official status that
comes with a marriage is
important to some people.
The potential validation from
friends, and especially fami-
ly, could bring' relief in situa-
tions where not being legally
joined is causing disagree-
ments. If you've made your
decision to spend the rest of
your life with a certain per-
son, and a little piece of paper
can bring you peace of mind,
then maybe the sooner the
better.
Getting married young
can also be advantageous for
people wishing to have chil-
dren. It can either give you
an earlier start on your fami-
ly, or afford you the opportu-
nity to wait, and still have
children at a relatively young
age. That way you can
travel,
party, or do whatever else
it
is you want to do
and settle
into your marriage,
then still
have lots of youthful energy
left for your kids
when they
arrive.
Today the pressure
to get
married, buy a house and
have kids in that order is far
less than in the past. People
are choosing to do things
on
their own terms, and that's
great. But going the tradi-
tional route is great too. It all
depends on what is right
for
you. If you're 21
and know
who you
want to spend the
rest of your life with-congrat-
ulations. Go ahead and get
married. You know better
than anyone else what's
best
for you.
Horoscope
Week of January 14-20
*
Happy Birthday
,
Capricorn!
You will be presented with
many different gifts and
pleasures of the course of
your birthday. Anyone close
to you wants to make sure
you feel special on your birth-
day. Don't' forget to keep in
touch with friends and family
who don't live near you.
Aries
March 21 - April 19 \
Your relationship with
friend's, family or your sig-
nificant other is going to be
what you make of them. So if
you want happiness all you
have to do is ask for it.
Remember that there are lots
of people around to support
you if you feel down.
Luckiest day: January 17.
Taurus
April 20 - May 20
If you are starting something-
new make sure you ask
around for some direction.
Any new things you are
doing are for the best but you
don't' want to see naive. Make
sure you don't take life too
seriously right now, you need
to relax more.
Luckiest day: January 20..
Gemini
May 21 - June 21
You could have to make a few
more decisions than normal.
Be sure you look at all the
factors before you make a
firm decision. Don't let past
experiences cloud your judg-
ment. New situations are
coming- don't compare them
to what's happened.
Luckiest day: January 15.
Cancer -;
June 22 - July 22
You have to sort though
everything that is going on
in your life right now and get
rid of any issues that aren't
important. Make decisions
that will ease your workload
and thus your stress. For the
best results, follow with your
intuition.
Luckiest day: January 20.
Leo
July 23 - August 22
Don't combine the issues that
are working with on a regu-
lar basis. You don't want to
make problems worse than
they are. There is a high risk
of theft aroundLeo's so Make
sure everything is secured as
something could be stolen.
Luckiest day: January 16.
Virgo SSI
Iff, -M
August 23 - September 23 |p0g
Someone influential is going
to be giving you some advice.
It would be best you take
his
or her advice to heart. This
person will know what the
best solution for you is even if
you disagree with himor her.
Don't figlit any inevitable
change.
Luckiest day: January 19.
Libra
September 24 - October 22 jSjjL
~'l
Don't let the people around
you have too much of an
influence on your actions.
You know what the best solu-
tions to your problems are.
Stay focussed on the tasks at
hand becoming distracted
will be your greatest demise.
Luckiest day: January 14.
Scorpio £|m
October 23-November 21
It's time you used all your spe-
cial skills and talents. You
have many qualities that
other people admire and as
soon as you incorporate those
talents into your everyday
life, things will start being" a
lot easier for you.
Luckiest day: January 17.
Sagittarius
November 22 - December 21
There is going to be lots of
people around you and each
person
will be trying to influ-
ence your decisions. You can
listen to what he or she has to
say but you
don't have to fol-
low the advice given. Make
your own decisions.
Luckiest day: January 14.
Capricorn
December 22 - January 19 § V
Any relationships you are in
are going to be at their peak
over the next while. So enjoy
that feeling before you start
getting really busy with work
and school. Outside influences
could interrupt any plans
you've made
Luckiest day: January 16.
Aquarius j
January 20 - February ] 9 IMhMhdB
Any new things you have
started are for the best. But
make sure you don't over-do
anything related to these new
situations you're at risk of
looking foolish if you are
unfamiliar with the situation.
Don't take life so seriously.
Luckiest day: January 15.
February 20 - March 20
You will have to go into a sit-
uation the way you intend to
come out of it. Don't waiver
on any decisions you've
made. Make sure you follow
you're intuition. Logic will be
of no help to you over the
next while.
Luckiest day: January 18.
Daniel Roth is a Journalism
graduate ofConestoga College
and is currently a
Communication Studies
student at Wilfrid Laurier. He
has studied Astrology and
other topics ofthat genre for
almost ten years,
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By Pete Cram Marriage is good
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Mid-season report cards
MEN'S HOCKEY
COLIN DUFFETT
Staff Writer
b+
Last year, the Laurier men's
hockey squad had what could
only be described as a fantas-
tic season; coming' within fin-
gers' reach of the OUA final
four playoffs. Arguably, this
year's group is better. One
more year of experience, one
more year of playing- togeth-
er and another strong* crop of
rookies have made this team
competitive two years in a
row.
Laurier is hardly the only
team in the QUA to lay claim
to a successful first half. For
that matter they aren't the
only team in their own divi-
sion to be able to say that.
Both York and Brock have
had successful seasons so far,
seeded first and second
respectively in the Midwest,
leaving* Laurier safely in
third well above the lowly
Gryphons of Guelph.
Back from last year are all
the regular mainstays
including Bill Duncan.
Richard Colwill, Justin Day,
Nick Vukovic and Bryan
Kazarian. These five individ-
uals have been integral parts
in Laurier's success along
with third
year player Nick
Gibson, who is having* a
breakout season with nine
goals and nine assists for 18
points, giving* him the team
lead in goals and points.
The season started out
extremely well for the hockey
boys. They were unbeaten in
their first five games and
after 10 games the team had
only lost two, including* vic-
tories against perennial QUA
favourite UQTR (Universite
de Quebec a Trois Rivieres),
Ottawa and McGill.
The down-point for the
team this season has been
their recent play. The Men's
Hockey Team has not won a
regular season game since
November 28th when they
defeated the aformentioned
UQTR.
With York and Brock hav-
ing* strong* seasons, it will be
imperative for the Golden
Hawks to finish the season
on a strong* note. Finishing*
first would give them a bye
into the second round of the
playoffs. As it stands now,
the road to the final four may
be a bit bumpy if Brock and
York continue to play the
way they are.
www.laurierathletics.com
WOMEN'S HOCKEY
KELLY WAMSLEY
Staff Writer
S +
The first half of the 2003-
2004 season has been very
interesting for the women's
hockey team. With the suc-
cesses that they have
attained in the last two
years, it is almost expected
that they do the same or bet-
ter this season. With some
minor bumps in the road,
they have kept a record of
9-6-3, and have weathered
the change in coaching staff.
Bill Bowker has been
with the Hawks since 1999,
and have kept an impressive
record of 71 - 13 - 7.
Recently he agreed to part
ways with Laurier and the
team. His passion and dedi-
cation led the team to
numerous QUA medals and
most impressively, a CIS sil-
ver medal. His hard work
has left an optimistic view
for the team's future.
The team welcomed their
new coaching staff of
Richard Osborne and
Brandy West-McMas ter.
Osborne, the former head
coach of the Ontario
women's under-18 gold
medal championships at the
Canada Winter Games,
serves as the Golden Hawks
head coach. Brandy West-
McMaster, a former hockey
team captain and MVP. CIS
Top Ten Academic All-
Canadian and athlete of the
year at the University of
Regina', will bring* her
expertise to Laurier as an
assistant coach.
"We have a very positive
attitude, our meetings are
hockey focused, and we are
driven to our goals of taking
the league and getting to the
nationals," said the newly
appointed assistant coach
West- McMaster. The team as
a whole is very confident
about their future success.
The Golden Hawks cur-
rently sit in the CIS top ten
at number nine. They are on
their way to establishing*
and reaching- the goals they
have set for this season. It
will be exciting to see the
second half of the season,
and even more so during-
playoffs.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
DANIEL WILSON
Staff Writer
£
After splitting a pair of
games in
the nation's capital,
the Laurier Golden Hawks
returned home having
reached the midway point of
the regular season.
Following a 80-54 defeat to
the Carleton Ravens on
Friday evening*, the Lady
Hawks responded on
Saturday night with an
impressive 88-60 win
against the Ottawa Gee-Gees.
The Laurier Women's
Basketball Team came into
the 2003-2004 campaign
with lofty expectations. With
four consecutive wins to
open the regular season, this
team looked poised to
improve on last year's 14-7
record. Any hopes of a per-
fect season would go up
in
smoke as the Lady Hawks
would lose four of their next
six games, with each defeat
coming on the road.
The losses can hardly be
traced to a prolific offense
that ranks second in the
OUA West Division with 712
points scored. Away from the
friendly confines of home,
good defense wins basketball
games. Allowing 665 points
against, this message has
yet to sink in for Lanrier,
The Golden Hawks are 14th
out of 18 Ontario schools
with 487 total rebounds. The
front court duo of Dee
Channel' and Robin Roszell
has certainly made its pres-
ence felt around the glass.
Channer and Roszell are tied
for 13th in the Conference,
averaging 6.3 rebounds per
game. After missing'
the first
six games of the season,
the
return of 6'2" post Heather
Sutherland has given the
Lady Hawks some much
needed size.
Despite the challenges, a
few individual efforts should
be noted on the defensive
end. Kerri Jilesen is current-
ly tied for 11th in the OUA
with six blocks. Standing at
8 feet Jilesen is not the
tallest person on the court
but uses her swiftness and
athletic ability to challenge
opponents. Meaghan
McGrath and Sarah Zagorski
are tied for 18th in the
Conference with 18 steals.
Both guards have shown
hustle and a keen ability to
read plays, which have led to
numerous turnovers.
As mentioned, this team
can score with the best of
them. Leading the way with
an average of 12.2 points per
game is sharpshooter
Meaghan McGrath. Always a
threat from beyond the arc,
McGrath is second in the
province with 27 three point-
ers made. At times streaky,
McGrath also leads the team
logging' an average of 26,5
minutes per game. Free
throw shooting has been a
very strong area for the
squad. Sarah Barnes finds
herself 3rd in the OUA with
a 90.9% from the line, close-
ly followed by McGrath at
the sth position with ail
85.1% mark from the stripe.
When it comes to passing,
Sarah Zagorski is tied for
18th in the OUA with 25
assists.
With a record of seven
wins and four losses, the
Women's Basketball Team is
ready to kick off the second
half of the regular season on
Friday night at home, where
they are still undefeated. The
Lady Hawks will go up
against the 8-3 Queen's
Golden Gaels. Both offensive
powerhouses, this game
should be filled with plenty
of scoring. In order to win,
Laurier will have to put in a
full 30 minutes of effort and
break their habit of turning
it on in the second half of
play.
www.laurierathletics.com
WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL
MIKE BROWN
Staff Writer
£-
Just over halfway into their
season, Laurier's women's
volleyball team sits in a
three-way tie with Western
and Windsor in the OUA
Western division standings.
Their 8-4 record is not as
impressive as in years past
but is certainly respectable
given the team's relative
inexperience and rookie-
laden roster.
Due to their youthful-
ness, the women have been
prone to make mistakes
throughout the first half of
the season but have still
fought hard against some
formidable opponents.
Although the casual observ-
er would likely view 2003-04
as a building year for
Laurier due to their wealth
of rookies. Coach Dave
Mclntyre lias lofty aspira-
tions, claiming* his goal for
every year is an OUA
cham-
pionship.
To expect OUA gold from
this year's club would be ask-
ing a lot. to be certain. That
being said, Laurier's coach
insists that his team is capa-
ble of contending with
Ontario's top teams. In par-
ticular, Mclntyre has been
pleased with the progress
made by rookie Danielle
Walker, whose offensive play
in the last few games has
shown great strides.
Moreover. setter Laura
Horner, a cornerstone of the
Golden Hawks offence, has
shown much improved deci-
sion making on the court
lately.
In the end, though, WLU
relies heavily on Waterloo
native, Cathy Ingalls,
arguably one of the nation's
best in women's volleyball.
As team captain and the only
fourth year player on the
roster, a great deal of pres-
sure rests on Ingalls' capable
shoulders.
For Laurier to meet
Mclntyre's aspirations,
Ingalls will have to continue
her excellent play and rely
on continued improvement
from Walker, Horner and
company. Mclntyre
feels his
team needs to win five
of
their eight remaining'
con-
tests to make the playoffs.
Once in, he thinks they'd be
tough to beat.
"It's been a pleasure
work-
ing- with such a dedicated,
hard-working- group
this
year," comments
Coach
Mclntyre. "I look forward
to
going1 to practice every day 1
He clearly possesses a great
deal of faith in the Golden
Hawk women. It remains
to
be seen whether Laurier can
live up to their
coach's high
hopes, but this
weekend s
double header with Toronto
and York should be an
excel-
lent test.
www.laurierathletics.com
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NFL final four determined
DEREK IWANUK
Sports
Editor
Okay, so
last week's picks
were not
as successful as I
thought they were going to
be, but at
least the games
were close.
But enough about
the past, this
week the AFC
conference games get under
way to
determine who will go
to Houston to participate in
Super Bowl
XXXVIII.
The matchups this week are
intriguing and, like most
conference games, could go
either way. This week's
matchups pit the
Indianapolis Colts vs the New
England Patriots in the AFC
conference championship
game
and the Philadelphia
Eagles vs the Carolina
Panthers in the NFC confer-
ence.
NFC Conference
Championship
The Philadelphia Eagles vs The
Carolina Panthers
The Panthers are the Cin-
derella team of the 2003 sea-
son. The Panthers' defense is
the best going into the final
four and their offense is play-
ing steady. This team
reminds me of the Baltimore
Raven team which won the
Super Bowl back in 2000. A
strong defense which kept
the game close and a
mediocre offense which pro-
duced big plays when they
were needed. The Panthers'
offense is not explosive like
the Colts or the Chiefs.
The offense is guided by NFL
journeyman Jake Delhomme,
who spent a couple of years
with the New Orleans Saints
before going to NFL Europe
to polish his skills. Running
back Stephen Davis was the
best free agent pick up of the
season rushing for 1444
yards, second "best in the
NFC. Along with Davis, Steve
Smith and Mulisin
Muhammad, the Panthers'
offense gets the job done.
Their defense is anchored by
their defensive line, particu-
larly by Julius Peppers on
the outside and Kris Jenkins
on the inside. Their pass
rush has been dominant
throughout the regular sea-
son and has continued
through the playoffs.
However, the Eagles are the
most well rounded team in
the playoffs. With Donovan
McNabb at quarterback and
Duce Staley now carrying
most of the load at running-
back, the Eagles' offense
looks to strike into the heart
of the Carolina defense on
Sunday.
Their defense contin-
ues to play strong while they
overcome injuries to their
secondary. With Brian
Dawkins back at strong safe-
ty, he should provide an
intimidation that may throw
Muhammad and Smith off
their games.
Prediction: Last week, I
thought that the St. Louis
Rams' defense could hold the
Carolina offense, and for the
most part, they did a good
job. The Eagles' defense is
stronger and faster. Look for
the Eagles to set the tone on
the defensive side of the ball
and then, the offense to capi-
talize. As much as Carolina's
offense has come through
when they had to, the Eagles'
defense looks strong. This
should be a low scoring
affair, with an Eagles win.
Final Score: Philly 17
Carolina 14
AFC Championship
Indianapolis Colts vs New
England Patriots
Indianapolis' offense proved
that they were more then a
dome team when they came
out firing at Arrowhead
Stadium this past Sunday
versus the Chiefs. Manning
played like an NFL MVP
throwing for over 300 yards
and three touchdowns.
Edgerin James ran for over
100 yards and scored two
touchdowns in another
impressive offensive per-
formance. The defense held
again, but still gave up 31
points to an explosive Kansas
City offense. The question is,
how well will they stack up
against Tom Brady and the
New England Patriots'
offense.
The Patriots' offense
has been solid all year. Tom
Brady has distributed the
ball well to all of his receivers
but still, his number one tar-
get will be Troy Brown. How
the Colts' defense will stop
the pass will be the key to
success. The other half of the
equation will be interesting
to watch. Defensive guru Bill
Belichick will have a few
tricks up his sleeve to stop
the hottest offense in the
league. It should be a classic
chess match between
Belichick and Colts offensive
coordinator Tom Moore.
Prediction: Manning has
proven to out peform the
strongest defenses in the
league. He is also the hottest
quarterback in the league
with an even hotter offense.
The Patriots are on a 12
game winning streak, but
they haven't faced an offesive
challenge like Manning,
Look for the Colts to throw
up more big numbers.
Indianapolis 31 - New
England 28.
Contributed Photo
Manning looks to continue his impressive performance in the play-
offs by travelling to Foxboro to take on Tom Brady and the Patriots..
MEN'S BASKETBALL
DEREK IWANUK
Sports Editor
£ +
The Laurier Men's Basketball
team has had a series of
highs and lows coming into
the 2003 season. One of the
main lows occurred in the
off-season when star power
forward Chris Keith was
determined to be academical-
ly ineligible for the 2003 - 04
season. However, the team
came together and currently
holds the last playoff spot in
the
conference. One of the
problems that have plagued
the team is the team's strug-
gle to score. Men's Coach
reter Campbell commented
on the team's poor shooting,
its strange because our exe-
cution is right, but for some
reason we can't put the ball
fmo the basket." This prob-
em was obvious when the
p/i, m Played the defending
oh
ampi°us Carleton in
Ottawa over the weekend,
H- scoring' 34 points but
ding the Ravens to only
58
points.
Wl
one Positive note for the
am 111 the first half of the
season is their ability to come
together as a team, despite
missing one of the team's key
figures. Another is the play
of centre Rob Innes. Campbell
commented on his centre by
saying, "limes has come
together to battle inexperi-
ence and has been a solid con-
tributor every night in scor-
ing and rebounding."
There are several goals for
the team in the upcoming
second half of the season. The
first goal is to overcome this
scoring drought, but the
main goal is to make the
playoffs. Coach Campbell is
optimistic about his chances
to make the OUA playoffs.
"Our main goal is to come
together in the second half of
the season. If we focus, I'm
confident we can move up to
the fifth or fourth spot."
Losing the main fixture of
a team is a challenge for even
of the most veteran teams in
any sport. The Men's basket-
ball team has overcome this
huge challenge and still
holds the sixth playoff spot
in the OUA.
www.laurierathletics.com
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Renting begins for September at
W.O.CH.
WATERLOO OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING
747-7276
400 ROOMS TO CHOOSE FROM ~ Internet and Utilities Included in the rent
Choose from the following 10 properties:
15 Dietz Ave. N. 25 min walk Sept - Sept 3&4 bdrm units
129 University W. 5 mins walk Sept - Sept House for 9/10
134 Columbia St. 10 min walk Sept - Sept 3&5 bdrm units(3 baths)
141 MacGregor Cres. 15 min walk 8 month lease 2&3 bdrm units
158ErbSt. E. 20 min walk 8 month lease 3 bdrm units
189 Albert St. 2 min walk Sept - Sept 4+ bdrm units (2 baths)
224 Mayfield 20 min walk May - May House for 5
265 Regina St. N. 5 min walk Sept - Sept 3&4 bdrm units
May - May 3&4 bdrm units
400 Albert St. 10 min walk Sept - Sept 4 bdrm units
514 Quiet PI. 20 min walk Sept - Sept 2&3 bdrm units
Bachelor of Applied Technology in
Environmental Assessment
and Management
More than a Degree
J^'
v '
iKjflK • Get a four-year degree plus the hands-on experience to help
JlBKk y°u succee d from North America's top environmental and
natural resources school.
More than a Career
\ " Pp*"" / • Become an environmental innovator and problem solver in a
\.
range of environmental risk management and protection roles.
More than an Opportunity
' \ * Experience world-class learning facilities, including Fleming's
I $12 million Geomatics Institute and nationally acclaimed
\
J Centre for Alternative Wastewater Treatment.
• This new program starts Fall 2004.
• phone: 1-866-FLEMING (353-6464)
• or 705-324-9144, ext. 3994
• web: www.flemingc.on .ca
Fleming College
EXPERIENCE-SUCCESS
Entertainment
2003 hip-hop: a
year in review
A look at the biggest albums and
names in mainstream and under-
ground hip-hop and rap
AJ IAFRATE
Staff Writer
2003 has to be characterized
as a turbulent year in rap.
Many artists saw their stocks
rise dramatically (50 Cent),
and many artists got their
asses kicked by 2003 and are
now contemplating retire-
ment (DMX and Ja Rule). 50
Cent finished up the year
with the highest selling
record on the Billboard
charts, selling over six mil-
lion copies if you can believe
it. It has been a long time
since one person polarized
the entire world with such
magnitude and in such a
short period of time. It
seemed like everywhere you
looked, 50 was there; a suc-
cessful clothing line, two
platinum selling albums (the
other as a member of G-Unit)
Verse of the Year
Award
Eminem - "Outre"
(From Obie Tr ice's
Cheers)
and a high profile feud with
Ja Rule.
While Eminem was still
riding high on the successes
of 2002, namely the film 8
Mile, winning- the 50 Cent
bidding- war, and the release
of The Eminem Show, he was
brutally brought back down
to Earth when an undated
tape of him using" racist
remarks was released by Ray
Benzino, owner of the rap
magazine The Source. Em has
already apologized twice for
the tape, but for someone
who has made his living- off
an art form deeply black in
its roots, it is highly embar-
rassing- for both him and the
community as a whole.
However, with rap mogul
Russell Simmons of Def Jam
recently accepting- Em's apol-
ogy and encouraging- the
community to move on, it
shouldn't be long- until this
incident is forgotten. Benzino
will just have to find another
outlet for his pathetic
attempt at destroying
Eminem's career. In the midst
of this scandal. Eminem's
revamped version of
'Rimnin', a track recorded by
2Pac and Big-gie before their
Quick top 5 albums
of 2003
5. 50 Cent - Get Rich
or Die Tryin'
4. Obie Trice - Cheers
3. Outkast -
Speakerboxx/The Love
Below
2. Gang's tarr - The
Ownerz
1. Jay-Z - The Black
Album
feud materialized, began to
make the rounds in the
media and has enjoyed con-
siderable success on both
radio and television.
The underground scene
was particularly action-
packed this year, with new-
comer Babygrande Records
bursting onto the scene in a
big way. This new
label
released several albums
which were well-received by
the rap community, specifi-
cally Canibus' Rip the Jacker,
and" Jedi Mind Tricks" third
album, Visions of Gandhi,
Babygrande recently added
old-school legends Brand
Nubian to their roster, so be
on the lookout for their fifth
album which should drop
sometime in the first quarter
of 2004. Immortal Technique,
The Weathermen, and Necro
also released solid albums
this year, but it
was long time
underground production
stalwart 9 th Wonder who
stole the show in 2003, grad-
uating- from Little Brother
fame up to
the majors and
contributing a standout
track to the rap release of the
year, Jay-Z's The Black Album.
Looking ahead, releases
from Dilated Peoples and
Cormega, as well as the high-
ly anticipated reunion disc
from A Tribe Called Quest
should help to keep the
underground liip-hop scene
rolling along nicely through-
out 2004, Also, look for Roc-
A-Fella's Kanye West to do
some heavy numbers this
year
as the advance to his
debut album, College Dropout,
recently leaked to the public
and is nothing short of spec-
tacular.
On the major side of the
coin, Jay-Z's alleged retire-
ment disc. The Black Album,
featured some of his best
material to date. Both
Gangstarr and Outkast con-
tinued to cement their posi-
tions among the top duos of
all time by dropping a couple
fantastic albums, while Obie
Trice and 50 got their careers
off to a nice rolling start,
with each of them releasing a
solid debut album.
Image manipulated by Chris Clemens
One has to wonder who would win in a fight: Ja Rule or a cartoon
portrait of Eminem and his lovely daughter
Sizzling Big Fish fries Eric's brain
ERIC CHOW
Staff Writer
Big Fish is centred on the
story of Edward Bloom, a
man who has charmed every-
one with tales of his journeys
in life, and his son's search
for the truth, if any, behind
those tales. The plot revolves
around a dying Edward
Bloom whose relationship
with his son. Will, has
become estranged due to
Will's unwavering: belief that
his father lives in a fantasy
.land and will simply not
grow up. As Edward's health
worsens, Will attempts to
piece together his father's life
and tries to decipher fact
from fiction.
Academic Value
The concept of self-deter-
mination of man comes to the
forefront of this particular
film. This theory questions
why humans attempt to com-
plete certain tasks, even
though they may seem
impossible. So what drives
humans to desire the comple-
tion of these goals? Why is it
that Edward is so staunch in
his longing for marriage to
the future Mrs. Sandra
Bloom? What drives Will to
search for the truth in his
father's tall tales? Are
humans actions caused by
themselves? Many self deter-
in inis ts believe that human
actions are the direct result
of the human will, in that
human actions are caused by
his/her inner desires and free
will. If their self-determina-
tion is strong* enough, he/she
will stop at nothing until the
task is completed.
Who should you see it with?
Bring as many people as
you know who will appreci-
ate a cinematic masterpiece...
if you still have money left
over from your Christmas
spending.
My Take
In all seriousness, most of
us have heard the anecdote
"When I was your age, I had
to walk ten miles through a
foot of snow" before. But how
does one decipher the fact in
such assertions from the fic-
tion? This is the premise of
Big Fish. Rather than simply
illustrating' the anecdotes
through deja-vu sequences,
Tim Burton has done an
exceptional job of merging-
the past with the present
through seamless and vivid
cinematography and a flaw-
less plot. The acting is near
perfect. Ewan McGregor did
a fantastic job of being able to
keep the film light-hearted
enough without going over
the top and turning it into a
full-fledged comedy. Also, the
mise-en-seene was in sync
with the tone, for it helped
enhance the mood of particu-
lar scenes especially in the
presentation of the town of
Spectre as it goes through
the transition of bankruptcy.
The use of lighting* and set
colors are excellent.
But the film's greatest
accomplishment is making
the viewer feel almost as if
they were in the shoes of Will
Bloom as he questions the
truthbehind his father's tales
and how he would feel as he
makes his discoveries. I can
not put into mere words how
great this film is, as words
simply fail to describe the
fullness of Big Fish.
Cheeky Fact
Did you know that Albert
Finney, the actor who played
the older Edward Bloom, is
the only person in film
histo-
ry to call Audrey Hepburn a
"bitch'. It's true! He did it on
screen in the film Twofor the
Road.
Contributed I'lioto
"Now if I were MacGyver, I would be able to combine this key and
the saucy expression on my face to get my car out of that damn tree"
Contributed Photo
This picture is either of some guy
in a robe talking to a midget,
or
some guy in a dress
shirt talking to a giant. You be the judge.
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Game over, man! The
definitive Alien collection
CHAD MCCORDIC
Staff Writer
The Alien Quadrilogy is the
latest "extra special and mon-
strously priced" DVD collec-
tion to come out and I'm sure
it won't be the last, but so far
it's the largest I've ever seen.
There are over 50 hours of
features to be viewed, and
despite conducting' a
marathon of watching the
four Alien films in a row, I
barely cracked the 20 hour
mark. Please bear this in
mind if the other twenty-
hours suck. Please also bear
in mind that the word
quadrilogy" doesn't seem to
exist in a dictionary; please
don't use it in an essay.
Each film has two discs,
one for the original version
and a special director's cut,
while the other disc is packed
with hours of special features
about nearly every facet of
the films' production.
Alien
The film seems to have a
renewed wonder to it... at
least compared to my VHS
copy from 1990, Alien
appears to be the perfect psy-
choanalytical horror story.
Example: the chest bursting-
scene where men confront
their worst fear, giving l birth.
Perhaps I am reading' too
much into the film.
Interviews with the writer
give the impression that his
script was diluted by director
Ridley Scott and I'm giad it
was "diluted", because the
script is included on. disc two
and it's much worse than the
film. The working title for
the script? Star Beast.
Aliens
Ellen Ripley (Sigourney
Weaver) is the hero inall four
films, but in this one she's
the most heroic. The scene
where she straps three guns
together to confront the
Queen Alien must go down in
history as one of the most
kick-ass metaphors for moth-
erhood in cinematic history.
The g'uns she uses in the
movie were actual guns out-
fitted with scrap metal,
motorcycle parts, and what-
ever else the set crew could
find.
Alien 3
Alien 3 was David Fincher's
{Seven, Fight Club) first film
and it is slower, moodier, fas-
cinating', and ultimately
flawed. The premise is
intriguing-: Ripley crashes
onto a planet of religious con-
victs while carrying a queen
Alien in her stomach.
Firicher eventually walked
off the film, thanks to the
studio pretty much ruining
everything he tried to do.
Alien: Resurrection
Resurrection is the weakest of
all four movies. To dismiss it
from the series is wrong
though, as it deals with the
many dangling* themes that
were touched on in earlier
films but never explored. The
film was directed by Jean-
Pierre .leunet. a Frenchman,
who went on to direct
Amelie...
The main selling point of
this series is the special cut
of each film by the filmmak-
ers themselves, and the
absorbing commentary by
nearly everyone who was
within shouting distance of
the movie's construction. It's
insightful, amusing, and
hard to stop watching. It has
plagued my dreams as an
adult like aliens plagued my
nightmares as a child.
Editor's note: This man has
indeed watched more than 20
hours of bonus footage in a
dangerous assault on his per-
sonal sanity. The feats
described in this article are
not recommended for children
or unsupervised adults.
Contributed Photos
Once again, one has to wonder who would win in a fight: an alien
with acidic blood or a tiny figurine wielding a plastic flamethrower
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Mayhem's
time...
MaiWorfc flbraai Programme (MM
'
■ SWAP arranges work visas and offers orientation,
accommodation, and support services overseas ffTICCt SOi7?C /70 //7Q/7C/j>
■ Available for many countries including the
■I.grrr" join NOW! 3 Months for $99
' W x
■ Year round and summer Wj uHj Waterloo Kitchener Coed Kitchener Fairway
programmes available |H 140 Columbia St. W. 25 Frederick St. 589 Fairway Road
~
(519) 747-1044 (519) 744-6262 (519) 576-7744
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s~ IT
See the world your way
r
-
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» Jyn
mJ W Call 1-800-597-1 FIT for the club nearest you!
www.travelcuts.comwww.swap.ca ■
| orvisitourwebsiteatwww.goodlifefitness.com
Offer expires January 31, 2004. Valid Student ID required. Nominal administrative fees apply.
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Won't somebody please
think of the children?
Popular music may sway the masses
and rock the clubs, but it doesn't fully
cater to the needs of its audience
Chris
Clemens
Entertainment
Editor
I love bitter songs. While
most music nowadays prima-
rily focuses on the more
primeval and fundamental
emotions of anger or sorrow,
every once in a while a tune
will manage to touch on the
perfect subtlety of bitterness.
I have a peculiar admiration
for song-Grafters who manage
to grasp that elusive formula
of helplessness, harboured
frustration and explosive
cynicism. I'm sure that most
people who hear these partic-
ular songs don't think twice
about them, and they certain-
ly have no idea that they're
hearing something' that
stands out so prominently to
me.
One of the things that
continually amazes me about
music is that the listener can
make the whole experience as
meaningful or as shallow as
they want. You can treat a
song like poetry, reverential-
ly poring over every line of
lyrics in search of some kind
of innate meaning. You can
use music to recall past
events, with 'classic' albums
like the Offspring's Smash
and Live's Throwing Copper
immediately conjuring up
images of lame school dances
and awkward, fumbling sex-
ual moments (man, those
bras were hard to unhook
back in the day). You can pas-
sively listen to whatever the
radio and MTV want you to
hear, limiting your musical
experience to whatever's pop-
ular for the time being'.
And that's fine. Some peo-
ple don't want the level of
depth and involvement that
music can potentially offer,
getting their emotional kicks
elsewhere. If you see tunes
solely as a source for provid-
ing beats so you can dance
and potentially grind your
crotch into someone's leg,
then chances are that depth
isn't the first thing on your
mind and mainstream hits
should serve you just fine.
But sometimes I worry
about the kids who don't
know any
better. Over the
break, I happened to watch a
MuchMusic interview with
Evanescence front-woman
Amy Lee. During the audi-
ence interaction portion of
the show, a young girl began
talking' about how the smash
hit "Bring Me To Life" had
touched her, awkwardly try-
ing to relate the band's
hugest song to her life with a
kind of desperation that both-
ered me. It almost seemed as
though this girl was trying
to clumsily cram her roman-
tic experience into the mould
of the song's lyrics, despite
the fact that they barely
appeared to be related at all.
At first I was baffled.
Several hours later I was hit
with the revelation that per-
haps she was trying- to iden-
tify with the song' in this way
because she had no alterna-
tive - because she was
restricted to the limited
sphere of popular music
which glaringly failed to
offer the kind of emotional
reassurance and depth that
she so obviously craved. I see
this as a problem in a great
majority of the pop music
which the youth so eagerly
consume. As a general rule,
pop songs cover
a very limit-
ed range of emotion (anger,
lust, generic unhappiness)
and offer little to the dream-
ers and poets, the kids who
are firmly locked into 'cool'
popular culture but con-
stantly seek depth in their
music.
I'm not propagating a
massive rehauling of popu-
lar music. Nor am I suggest-
ing that anyone is a helpless
victim of an evil mass socie-
ty - with effort, it's easy
enough to find music which
appeals to your specific
needs with the advent of
widespread file-sharing. It
just seems wrong to me that
the inexperienced, pop-cul-
turized youth of today may
have to unknowingly settle
for the blind rage of Limp
Bizkit's "Break Stuff" when
many of them are really
looking for something* more
precise, subtle and refined to
identify with. Possibly some-
thing with a taste of bitter-
ness?
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SPECIAL NEEDS OFFICE A
ANNOUNCEMENT
The Special Needs Office is now open until
7 p.m. Tuesday evenings.
To book an appointment, call 884-0710 x. 3086
/
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PUMP UP THE FROSH
SHE'S ENTERTAINED.
ARE YOU? Wearyour
fours!!!
wluentlrvainment«yahoo.ca by-pass the line tickets to
Return to Frosh @ Turret J ,AI JRTRR
In association with Return to Frosh Feb. 2/04 GOLDEN HAWKS
rnuuw
Iff
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220 King St N Waterloo 725-4287 e-mail: philsgransons@rogers.com
The final throes of Rage
One last release
from the political
bad boys
There is no doubt that Rage
Against The Machine is one
of the most politically and
musically dominant groups
of the nineties. After releas-
ing a terrible cover album
and encountering controver-
sy surrounding' a surprise
MTV appearance by bass
player Tim Cummerford,
Rage Against The Machine
dismembered, shocking' the
music world. Rage's last
release, a live DVD titled Live
At The Grand Olympic
Auditorium, serves as a testa-
ment and a reminder of the
group's groundbreaking and
influential sound. This live
performance video is the last
footage of" RATM performing
as a group.
After the band broke up,
singer Zach de La Roelia
began work on his drum-and-
bass influenced album while
the remaining three mem-
bers, Tom Morello, Tim
Cummerford and Brad Wilk,
formed the hit band
Audioslave in conjunction
with ex-Soundgarden vocal-
ist Chris Cornell.
Present on this DVD are
all of Rage Against The
Machine's hits, including
'Bulls on Parade' and 'Killing
in the Name Of.' Also includ-
ed is RATMs final music
video for the song 'How I
Could Just Kill a Man', which
was originally performed. by-
Cypress Hill. Although this
DVD
may please the masses,
it will be the hardcore RATM
fans who will raise their fists
in tribute to the final parting
shot of" a fierce and talented
band.
Dave Ricci
Contributed Photo
Goodbye sweet Rage, we hardly
knew ye
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"Say you're leavtn' on the seven thirty train
'Ariel that you're headiiicj out to 'Hollywood
(girl, you've heen giviii' me that line so many times
( lt kin da {.jets tfatpeliiv had fooks good"
Do you know these insanity based lyrics? Sing them in the
shower perhaps? Be the first to send an email with the song
and artist name to wluentertainment@vahoo.ca and I'll put
your name in the next issue, plus you'll get a free CD that the
record labels have been giving me in limited quantities.
Last week:
Melissa Shirley was the first to guess that last weeks lyrics
were from Brand New's "Me vs. Maradona vs. Elvis". In a
crazy twist of fate, Melissa would have also been the winner
of the Massive Attack contest that I selfishly discarded a few
weeks back. Isn't life strange?
- C fir is, (Entertainment £Editor
>Dilliiiger Escape Plan: Jan. 25 @ Trasheteria
>Eve6: Jan. 27 @ Club Denim
>Buck 65: Jan. 29 @ Starlight
>Silverstein: Feb. 13 @ Trasheteria
>Nickelback: Feb. 14 @ Kitchener Memorial Aud.
CANADA
This is your last •ppwtunioi
ACT NOW if you want to be part of your class
composite and to be included in the yearbook.
Book online at clublaurierca and use the quicklink or call 744-1146
Free, confidential health
advice from people
who are actually qualified
to give it.
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Brand New StudentHousing
4 Bedrooms, excellent location -
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J W % close to everything, washer/dryer,
new dishwasher/fridge/stove, gas
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ing, parking, huge patio. Perfect for
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students. Onlv one place left. Call
Local Rent Search Site. Many _~ 7
—
.
J 741-7724. www.acdev.ca for more
places 4 U 2 View. .
e
information.
Share A Lease
looking for co-op students/ | ![)y k/ i ft® •% 4j .
students needing accomodations
for summer 2004 and winter term IHlHHii:'*.
2005. Three women onlv need
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Job Fair Interviews
place for fall of next year. Call „ , ,
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Come home to our camp family for
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the summer 01 your life
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Wayne, northeast Pennsylvania,
Room for Rent
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/
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USA. Counselor-Specialists all
$350 share very nice house with
Land/Water Sports inc. Tennis,
one or two others. Laundry, park-
Golf Soccer outdoQr Adventure:
ing, cable, quiet friendly accepting
c j mountain biking, climb-
atmosphere. Prefer senous/mature
r
'
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S
s . Roller Hockey
.
Rocketry.
student 570-36210r
Theatre R;dio> Video,
kkathy@sgci.com
CDL drivers. Wait Staff and more.
« Graduating RN's. RN's. Nurse
Houses tor Rent
Practitioners for our Health Centre.
tn
,
bedrooni houses for
Interviews in conjunct ion with 4-
rent. All close to WLU. All have
School Job Falr _ ed Feb 4 Earn
laundiy and lots of parking. All are
us dollars> visa reimbursement,
clean and well kept. For rawing, thg b&u roU nQW ,
please call James or Mark 575-
Qnline a ljcation
6321 or 575-6313
wayne.com. Email info@camp-
_ wayne.com, 1-888-549-2963, 516-
Stone Farm House
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883-3067.
5 min. from Waterloo, 4 bedroom,
solarium and office. Double car
Teach English overseas
garage, 2 washrooms, wood stove Jobs $$ Guaranteed-Great Pay.
underground pool. Beautiful quiet TESOL Certified 5 days in-class
country setting, $1750 per month
(Dec 1?_21) on-line or by corre-
plus utilities. Must SEE. Call
s dence FREE Information
Karen at 747-0905. Leave message c£minar Nov 13 @ 7pm Guelph:
il not available.
Ramada Hotel and Conference
„
Center, 716 Gordon Str. FREE
Student House For 6
INFOPACK
2 separate 3 bed units available 1. 888_270-2941 or globaltesol.com
Sept - Sept. approx. 10 min. walk
_
to WLU. Both units have veiy large
Part. xime Work
bedrooms. eat-In kitchen and
paid t_time support worker
family room. Parking for 4. House
itions available in various resi_
yeiy
well maintained in and out. Sential settings for individualswith
Most outside mowing and shoveling
developmental challenges. Every
taken care of. Must see! $375 or
secQnd weekend and/or relief
$395 +utilities. Lisa 885-1171.
hQurs Generally 8 or 12 hour
shifts. Experience an asset. Send
ent Now
resume to Don Mader c/o K-W
For the 2004/2005 school year
Habilitation Services, 108 Sydney
Prime, Spruce Street location. 5
street South Kitchener, ON, N2G
'
bedroom units. Laundry, parking,
™
e
,
d
c
}
2 m°nth leaSe
'
CaU °aVe
Minimum 8 month committment
747-4481
Rooms Available
Student in new house less than one
block to WLU campus has rooms
available for Fall 2004. Call
589-9850.
Reading Week Travel Specials
„
_
.
_
„
Cancun and Dominican Republic
3 Bedroom House:
For Rent
from $1Q44 All-inclusive
SlNoeckerSt. Large bedrooms. beachfront hotels. Departures from
two bathrooms, two bedrooms,
Toronto Qn Feb n121314& 15
walkout to large private deck, clean
Todd @ Thames Travel L 800-962-
and well kept, laundry and park-
8262,www.thamestravel.com.
ing. 1 year For viewing call
Prlce Guaranteed!
James or Mark 575-6321 or
575-631 3
0/0
READING WEEK GETAWAYS
~ Daytona Beach from $99.00/per-
„u ?, S
, ~
,
~
~
r
son! Acapulco from $1199.00/ pe-
r sublets available from
SQn mdusjve! Plus more great
May 1 to Aug 27/04 3 and 4
specials! stop by Travel Cuts and
units. Starting at s^e
Marci in the Fred Nichols
$275 00 per person, up to $550.00
c us Centrg 3rd FloQr Qr
amth. Inclusive.
886-8228x212
Work in the Global Village
International
Project Management
a 12-month post-graduate certificate program
in international development at Humber College
Now you can study for employment in the growing field of
International Development. Learn applied skills for writing
international project proposals, cross-cultural communications,
managing resources for overseas international development, and
more. The program includes an 8-week field placement or applied
research project which may be completed overseas or in North
America. Call (416) 675-6622, ext 3226,
or e-mail pat.meek@humber.ca
H U M B h K
The Business School
CiASSIFIEDS
BWKB
MCAT, OAT, DAT, PCAT, Soap Found Watch
Carving Found on January 12th, 2004 at
'
Correspondence/sell study pro- around 3pm nearby Bouckaert
gram single-subject seminars on Hall Residence. It has been turned
.
.
weekends. Study packages
for into security.
Need Storage (Waterloo)
MCAT, DAT. OAT, PCAT. Complete
d
,°Qr
3ll
,112
h
S ™^f
9' 95' sets of notes and practice tests PPf
$44.95 call f-larry, KW Safe with ci etaile cl answer keys. For |jl [)| j fell
Stoiage 570-0985, 136 Moore
detailed information about each HKI
Avenue S, Waterloo.
test, dates, locations, cost, ship
77~T
~ ~
~
ping charges, refund policy and
Mathematics Coach
detailed informationabout study Hodger,
"The will to learn
packages please visit website
Specialist in calculus, algebra.
Www prepseminars.com or call toll Hope you had a greatbirthday,
discrete math. Call William at
free at j _866_408.!572 Ask for you Cougar!
884-3982 or
Dave
william@alumniuwaterloo.ca.Over ' Tina, Miranda and Carlv
10 years experience. Jfts*-.:.';' t:
——
h
Are you Croatian?
Are you dating? Are you between
the ages of 18-32? University of
Guelph Master sudent would like
to interview Croatians who are in
a dating relationship with a s'
Canadian or a Croatian. Both §$\
men and women are eligible.
\
Please contact Marinela J
Braunstein for more information J
at mbraunst@uoguelph.ca or , * —/
1519'-496 - 6612 We Deliver Quality
Tutor(s) Required
Needed A.S.A.P. Tutor for 2
<x. <X,
children grades 6 and 8; Science /)*•
and French. 2-4 hours per week
in our home. Location: University ft Q» ,
Ave and East of Bridge Street.
t> Of*
Rate negotiable, no weekends. r*OY rv ,7 $iin v/
Contact Ann Clarke 584-2225.
-
VV V -%%A
Sew What? ' M '~W ~W ' M
Need jeans shortened, buttons | £BJm S
replaced, or a patch put on your
favourite pants? caii and make an 15Q University Avenue at Philip Street
appointment with Stephanie @ J
r
497-5323. Most alterations
returned within four days
Just Turned 19?
Voted, BEST PIZZA by The, Cord* Weekly I
Do you like free
stuff? Log on to
www.ofage.com for your free birth-
day gift! Log on today! Enter 112
Contest Code 200006.
Do You Suffer From Recurring
GENITAL HERPES
Outbreaks?
If so, you're not fighting them alone.
Millions of North Americans nave the genital herpes virus
- a sexually transmitted disease.
Probity Medical Research in Waterloo is conducting a research
study on an investigational 1-day therapy for genital herpes.
If you are 18 years or older,
have a diagnosis of genital herpes and have had at least 4
recurrent herpes outbreaks with lesions in the past year,
you may qualify to participate.
Qualified participants will receive free study medication and
study-related examinations by a dermatologist, as well as
reimbursement for their participation.
To learn more, please call
Probity Medical Research:
519.579.9535
Arts
Student film makes local premiere
NICK CZEKURLON
Staff Writer
Returning to Waterloo this
month is the locally produced
and widely successful docu-
mentary film. Voices of
Dissent; Canadians in the
Global Game. The film exam-
ines the resurgence of public
protest in Canada, and looks
to find answers to how and
why Canadians are raising
their dissent on a growing-
international stage. It
explores the issues that are
motivating people to take
action, and shows how people
are attempting to force
change. Using the 2002 G8
Summit in Kananaskis,
Alberta as an underlying
story, Voices of Dissent
allows us to hear the ideas
and beliefs of Canadian citi-
zens without the mainstream
spin.
The film is presented by
VATV Productions, a local
non-profit company, which
now goes by the name of
Equilibrium. On June 2nd.
2003, Equilibrium held con
current premieres in Toronto
and Calgary for Voices of
Dissent. The film was shown
to sold-out crowds in both
locations, and coverage of the
film appeared on CBC Radio,
CBC Television, City TV, and
City Pulse 24. With the suc-
cess of Voices of Dissent came
the praise and support of
many noble Canadian voices,
including Canadian author.
Margaret Atwood, and Order
of Canada recipient, T. Slier
Singh. Singh is known for
his media and race-relations
work across Canada. He cur-
rently writes for The
Kitchener-Waterloo Record,
and appears as a regular
columnist in The Toronto
Star and The Guelph
Mercury Margaret Atwood
needs no introduction.
Based in Waterloo,
Ontario. most of
Equilibrium's employees and
volunteers come from
Waterloo and the surround-
ing areas of Guelph and
Toronto, but also have sup-
port in Vancouver, British
Columbia. Taken from their
website, a mission statement
for the company states that,
"Equilibrium is a multimedia
production company commit-
ted to challenging the bound-
aries of polities, culture, and
society by creating com-
pelling. innovative, and
diverse programs with a
global perspective".
Voices of Dissent provides
unique and original commen-
tary on current shifts in the
political and cultural spheres
of national and international
society, Margaret Atwood
says that Voices of Dissent,
"plays a crucial role by pro-
viding thoughtful coverage
of issues that are usually pre-
sented briefly and superfi-
cially." The film features
never before seen interviews
with: Michael Walker.
Thomas D'Aquino, Linda
McQuaig, Sarah Kerr, Kalle
Lasn, Mark Kingwell, and
John McMurtry.
During post-production
stages. Equilibrium began to
focus on further educational
goals, developing a curricu-
lum guide to accompany the
film. The intention was to
have their film approved for
the Canadian school system,
and the curriculum guide
would aid teachers in pre-
senting the material seen in
the film. Equilibrium was
successful, and Voices of
Dissent has now been picked
up by Canadian Learning.
For educational use, purchas-
es are now available through
Canadian Learning, and any-
body interested in home view-
ing can now purchase a copy
through Equilibrium.
In a passage from the
film, Mark Kingwell states
that, "the only idea that legit-
imates democracy is that the
general will of the people is
what's served by their elected
representatives; if you. lose
that, you lose everything".
The focus of Equilibrium is
on education, on getting peo-
ple to realize their own abili-
ty to enforce change. Voices
of Dissent provides a bal-
anced presentation of the
issues, encouraging critical
analysis and debate. "This
film." says Ed Broadbent,
"shows that democratic citi-
Zens can make a change".
The brand new site for
Equilibrium is in its final
stages, and should be run-
ning shortly. Check back at
www.vatv.ca for updates. The
original site for VATV can be
located at http://vatv.ath.cx/,
and is dedicated solely to the
details and events surround-
ing the production of Voices
of Dissent.
Screenings are taking
place at the following loca-
tions: Friday, January 16th.
2:30 PM in the new academic
building, room 101/2 at
Wilfrid Laurier University.
There is 110 admission, but a
donation is appreciated.
Wednesday, January 21st,
7:00 PM at Princess Cinema
(8 Princess St. W.).
Admission is $6 for mem-
bers, and $9 non-members.
The final screening- in this
area will take place on
Thursday, January 29th, at
7:00 PM in Guelph at the
Bookshelf Cinema (41
Quebec St.). Ticket prices are
the same as at Princess
Cinema.
Wilbur McLean
This will be a cutline at some point. Currently, it is my test cutline. I
hope it works fine. I know you aggravated, walk around frustrated.
Acting out at the Furlong Pub
Due to a lost bet and a contractual
agreement, Jon Booren produced this:
somewhat random, but still very fun
JON BOOREN
StaffWriter
Hei*e is a list of what you will
need, in no specific order:
(1) A recording of the
1980s hit song Goodbye
Horses by Q-Lazarus and
something to play it on
(2) 4 wood craft sticks or
straws as support for the
paper puppets
(3) Time
(4) Three or more people
(5) Scissors
(6) An adhesive to mount
the puppets to the sup-
ports
Directions:
After mounting- the cutouts
on wooden craft-sticks, act
out this script with the char-
acters. Please ensure you
have secured the other ele-
ments and are capable of exe-
cuting the cues, either alone
or with help. The scene takes
place in a
messy two-bedroom
apartment. We are in the
Den/Kitchen. There is a mod-
est
range and a very-eighties
segment couch along the
back wall where Hilary sits.
The Good Stuff:
(Enter French)
French: Did the new Readers
Ulgest arrive today?
Hilary: No, it didn't.
y°u
U
Sdtag it
th<mBht 1
Octobers.
N°' that W"S
French: Oh. Anything good?
n really- (Begins
stare blankly at the watt)
French: (Scratches face) Um,
did you want to go over your
speech.
Hilary: No, I don't.
French: Oh, are you ready?
Hilary: I guess so. It's not
really one of those things
though.
(Long awkward silence)
French: (Turns on the CD
Player) CUE SONG: Goodbye
Horses
(There is a 120 second silence
as the motionless characters
listen to the music)
Hilary: Can you turn that
off?
French: (quickly) Yes I can.
Hilary: It used to be good,
until that movie ruined it.
French Yeah. I only really lis-
ten to it for effect. Do you
want some eggs?
Hilary: What did you just
say?
French: Oh. if you're hungry,
I cooked some eggs.
Hilary: (Jumps up and looks
at the eggs on a plate. Hilary
Slaps French across the face)
We've talked about how I feel
very uncomfortable about
this.
French: Yeah, but I thought
we probably shouldn't let
them go to waste this
time.
Hilary: It's really quite dis-
gusting- (pause) for both of
us- (pause) No matter how
you look at it.
The End
Author's Commentary
After performing the play
once or more with your
friends, go back to the begin-
ning and start over.
However, this time have the
two people playing the parts
of French and Hilary speak
quietly. Select a third person
to read in a normal voice the
Author's Commentary for all
to hear. Please observe the
cues for best results. Keep in
mind that Jon speaks fast
sometimes so practice may
be needed to get this right.
CUE: French Enters
Commentary:
Okay well uh... hello.
This is the Author's
Commentary of The Furlong
Dance Hall Pub. An original
work by Jon Booren. Okay so
in this scene we see a goose
and a robot talking. I chose
uh, these characters because
I drew them first and I was
happy with how they turned
out. I don'tknow why I chose
Reader Digest, it just popped
into my head as something
that people might find
funny. I was going- to draw
one so people could use it but
I got lazy. Oh, that stare at
the blank wall line; that
comes from this lady I saw
on the Metro in Montreal. I
guess she was thinking
about something big. I just
though it would be funny to
picture a goose and a robot
rehearsing a speech togeth-
er. I don't what the speech
would be about...probably
something to do with work,
but one of them entering an
amateur public speaking
contest is funny too. I would-
n't think those exist.
(Goodbye Horses, should be
playing at this point in time)
Commentary:
This song is creepy. I
came across it by accident
when looking for something
else. I thought it sounded
pretty familiar and in talk-
ing to my friend Tim he
pointed out one of the two
movies it appeal's in. One is
creepy and one isn't so
creepy... so thinking the
characters are referencing
the less-creepy of the two is
funny in my head. I won't
tell you the movie names to
be annoying- though. If you
care about this joke to look it
up, you may laugh... or not
(Cough three times to clear
throat).
CUE: Song is turned off
Commentary:
Okay, this egg thing...l
wrote this a while back and
when I did it, I threw in the
slap just so the hand I drew
didn't go to waste. But I've
really changed my view
about it. I really wish I could
go back in time and take it
out. But I can't. So I just have
to live with it, I guess. I just
have a hard time reading the
script even today. Anyways,
thanks for performing' the
play and stuff I guess that's
all from me. I don't know
how people usually end these
things so, have a nice life.
Suits for all shapes and sizes: for best results, cut carefully around the dotted line. More risque than
cut out paper dolls, this is a most bizarre puppet show-- you can fight over who gets to be the duck.
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Blueprints of
his universe
Matthew Bryan Varey paints
patterns in nature with alchemic flair
THOMAS THOMPSON
Special Projects Editor
He described it as working 1
on the micro and macro scale
as I looked at the fluidic pat-
terns and opulent colors
adorning- the canvas. This
Wednesday, Blueprints of the
Universe by Matthew Bryan
Varey opened in the Robert
Lang*en Gallery. The exhibit
features a series of images
produced using pigments
and resin that have been
described as resembling pat-
terns in nature, such as cel-
lular structures or a cosmic
phenomenon.
Varey, who started
Blueprints of the Universe in
1999, based these images on
a short story he had written
while he was in Greece. The
basic premise was that
unknown objects fell to
earth and inside of them
were (you guessed it).
Blueprints of the Universe.
His work is also credited to
following alchemic princi-
ples from the past.
A native of Hamilton,
Varey's artistic career began
in 1986. He graduated from
McMaster with a degree in
fine arts in 1992, and had
his first European solo
exhibit in 1995. Since then
there have been acquisitions
of his work by collectors
here in Canada and abroad,
in nations such as the US,
Britain and Japan. The
exhibit will be displayed in
the Langen gallery until
January 31.
All photos by Wilbur McLean
King on writing, not gore
STEPHANIE BUTCHER
Cord Arts
Someone once said that we
should write about what we
know. Or maybe I took that
from one of those many
movies I have sitting on a
movie shelf in my apartment
rig'ht now. Either way, this is
what I know: 1 know that
growing* up. there were
many professions that
caught my interest... astro-
naut, Olympic skier, famous
jazz dancer, tennis profes-
sional like Andre Agassi, vet-
erinarian... you get the idea. I
also know that as I grew up,
my idealistic dream jobs were
crushed, as the worldly
weight of reality bore down
upon me.
I also know that through-
out my life, although reality
stated that I could not be
many of the things I wanted
to be. I still had a very vivid
imagination. So from the
very beginning of my school-
ing, six years old, I wrote. I
wrote stories that were about
everything under the sun.
I wrote and indeed I still
write, as you can see, for a
great many reasons. Two
years ago, my
mother hand-
ed me a book. She realized,
like I did, that I had this driv-
ing need to write, and went
out to buy me Stephen King's
novel, On Writing. This is an
absolutely fabulous book for
would-be writers out there;
witty and wonderful, Stephen
King definitely shows his tal-
ents once again, but this time
in a different way than his
traditional gruesome horror
novels (that we all love to
read!) In this book, he offers
some amazing pointers for
aspiring writers.
Stephen King says that
every person who wants
to
write must create some sort
of 'mental toolbox', and that
there are varying and very
key 'tools' that one uses to
Stephen King says
that every person
who writes should
create a mental
toolbox.
create a fictional work. The
first tool of any writer's men-
tal toolbox should of course
be vocabulary. Stephen King
warns that whatever limit of
vocabulary you have should
be your limit... that is
to say
that he does not agree with
dressing up your piece of lit-
erature with long and
obscure words to make your-
self look like you know what
you're talking about.
There is nothing wrong
with having simple words, he
says...and I quite agree.
Nothing is more tiresome
than having to wade through
a whole lot of stuff to find
that three words would have
done the trick. King sug-
gests that the best idea when
approaching writing is to use
the first word that comes to
your
mind- if it is appropri-
ate and colorful.
Grammar closely follows
vocabulary. Now of course,
King goes on to speak about
the ideas behind grammar as
being the ideas that we con-
tinually fight about- whether
to use active or passive verbs,
whether we should be using
cliches like "that's so cool" or
"at this point in time"...and
the list goes on. Verb-noun
construction, King states, is
also very useful and at the
very least, it provides a safety
net for writing.
The last tool I wish to out-
line is the tool of commit-
ment. King reminds us that
when a writer commits to sit-
ting down and writing a book
on whatever topic grabs their
fancy, (even if the book is a
total flop), one still must
admire that commitment;
and, we should definitely
have that same commitment
when we write ourselves.
So there you have it...
whether you're writing a
five-hundred page book on
space aliens and huge galac-
tic battles, or whether you're
writing a thesis to your
major essay on nano-technol-
ogy, writers-to-be must
remember vocabulary, gram-
mar and commitment as
three very important tools to
have in one's 'mental toolbox.'
For those writers-to-be
who want a good, funny and
quite insightful read, and
even for those non-writers
who want to look inside a
writer's headand discover his
craft a little more in-depth, I
suggest picking up a copy of
Stephen King's book On
Writing and taking a 100k...it
is definitely worthwhile to
get a writer's opinion on
becoming a writer.
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Teach English LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE
Preparation Seminars
www.oxfordseminars.com
vww.oxfordsfrminc«rs.com
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